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INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and consider whether 
it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Level 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am on 3/9/18 and 
closes at 5pm on 17/12/18 (Melbourne time). Applications for online quotes must be submitted by 11/12/18 to be eligible for entry into this competition, however, telephone applications will continue to be available until 5pm 17/12/18. Entry is only open 
to eligible Australian residents aged 18 years or older. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications. Total prize pool valued at approx. AUD $41,254 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure, Shannons Club 
Membership and on road costs which differ nationally). Prizes drawn at 12pm on 18/1/19 at Engage Australia, Level 8, 56 Clarence Street, Sydney, NSW 2000. The winners will be notified by phone and email by 21/1/19 and published in The Australian 
newspaper on 25/1/19 and on the competition website. *A new Shannons Motor Insurance Policy (excludes CTP insurance) (Motor Policy) or a new Shannons Home & Contents insurance (includes building only, contents only or building and contents 
cover) (Home Policy) quotes. Limit 1 quote per vehicle or insured address. **Purchase a new Motor Policy (excludes existing Motor Policy renewals). +Purchase a new Home Policy. Permits: ACT TP 18/01421, NSW LTPS/18/26570, SA T18/1313. 
Full competition terms and conditions at shannons.com.au/europe.

GET A QUOTE  
TODAY!

Shannons are offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win a Grand European Tour for two travelling through 
Germany, France, Switzerland and Italy. Start the 15-day tour with a lap of the Nürburgring as co-pilot in a 

Mercedes-AMG GT R. Visit the Porsche and Mercedes-Benz museums and unique automotive collections, while 
driving spectacular roads in Europe. Cross the Swiss Alps on the way to Lake Como before concluding the trip in 

Milan. The winner will also receive a new 2018 Indian Scout Motorcycle!

To enter go to shannons.com.au/europe or call 13 46 46 and obtain an eligible quote 
on your Car, Bike or Home Insurance* by 17 December 2018. 

1 Get a Quote*

ENTRY 5 Take out a new 
Motor Policy**

ENTRIES 10 Take out a new Home 
& Contents Policy+ 

ENTRIES
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Discover what lies beyond.

EXPERIENCE THE ENTIRELY-NEW 2018 GOLDWING.  
Stylish. Advanced. Sophisticated. The new Goldwing® has been rebuilt from the wheels up, nearly 41kg lighter  
than before. It features a smoother, more powerful horizontally-opposed six-cylinder engine. All-new double  
wishbone front suspension. Optional 7-speed Automatic Dual-Clutch Transmission (DCT) plus reverse and a  
first featured on a motorcycling is an Apple CarPlay™ system. This is a true performance tourer, ready to ride  
and go beyond anything that has come before.
www.honda.com.au

*Overseas models shown.H
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Gary Warner  
 
#65262

The Mess from The Editor’s Desktop

Well what a change – the Riding On has grown bigger but smaller 
all in a blink of an eye. The page size has increased to a standard 
A4 sheet whilst the number of pages has reduced to 40pp plus 
the cover. This is the immediate difference members will see in 
the Riding On this Spring 2018 Edition.

For many years the cost of publishing and distributing a quality 
quarterly printed magazine has been of continuing concern to 
NatCom. The costs persistently increased and this has been more 
burdensome as membership numbers reduced. Publication of the 
magazine was brought in-house late 2013 and diligent, devoted 
ex-officio officers have given countless hours of their time putting 
together the magazine each quarter. We should all be thankful 
for their dedication. 

The first year of in-house publishing saw advertising revenue 
reach $123,113 and the net cost for 21,800 magazines was only 
$139,500 – or in unit costs each member contributed $6.37 per 
annum from membership fees towards the cost of Riding On. In 
2018 the equivalent number is $12.57 per member per annum 
for only 14,000 copies of the magazine due to increased printing 
and postage costs impacted by ever decreasing advertising 
revenues. This amount taken from subscriptions before other 
administrative costs are covered points to continuing deficits in 
trading for the Club.

Given the concern about rising publishing costs and endeavouring 
to gauge members’ sentiment about the paper copy of Riding 
On there were open forums at the ENM and AGM recently at 
Barmera. Clearly members wished to keep the paper copy of the 
magazine so NatCom has examined options to keep publishing 
and distributing paper but at reduced costs. The option settled 

upon is what you see today -- an A4 magazine with less pages 
but more news with redundant material removed. Where the 
information is already available on the website, we have removed 
those pages – so the Gear Shop, Branch lists, badge and general 
information etc. will no longer be included in the magazine. These 
changes will reduce print and postage costs by some $70,000 per 
annum. The contribution per member to the publishing of the 
Riding On will be brought back to $7.50 per annum per member 
somewhat closer to the previous costs. 

We will keep the same publishing schedule for Riding On – 
Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring each year. Many members 
have opted to receive the magazine via the Riding On Website or 
by the downloadable file which can be stored on your e-reader. 
From this edition of the magazine those members will receive 
an email announcing when each edition is available online. An 
announcement will also be made via the website.

Many Branches use Facebook and websites and other apps to 
communicate and the National Committee has over the years, 
increased the use of electronic communications methods – 
Intercom, BranchComms, National Rally enewsletters as an 
example, as well as information provided via the News Item 
announcement on the main website. Riding On remains a 
valuable communications tool but it too has had to change – we 
know you will enjoy this Spring edition.

Your National Committee feel sure members will still receive 
the vital information they need about Club activities in the new 
format magazine. Enjoy this edition of Riding On and feel free to 
bombard the Editor with your comments for further changes or 
improvements.

MESSAGE FROM NATCOM

The Last Word

THREE years and ten 
editions ago, I became 
the editor of Riding 
On.

An unpaid volunteer 
like every other 
Ulyssean, I welcomed 
a return to the world of 
media and publishing 
in which I had spent 
35 years.

It enabled me to  
contribute  something  
of  value  to  The  

Ulysses  Club,  which  helped  me through  difficult  times  after  
the  death  of  my  late  wife  Basia.

There has been the occasional controversy such as the spelling 
of Ulyssian or Ulyssean, calmed by agreeing to use whichever 
version is chosen by the person writing the report.

However, my tenure as editor is drawing to a close.

As some might be aware, I have had some health  issues  in 

the  past  few months. Nothing major, but I have to close my 
throttle a bit!

I will  not  walk away  from  Riding  On,  but  remain  available  
as  a  mentor  to  ensure  a  transition  as  smooth  as  possible 
while my replacement is sought.

As I  step  down,  I plead  for  all  members to  accept  each  
other’s  varying  opinions,  especially  the  dispute about  
recreational  vehicles.

I  am  still  able  to  ride  my  beloved  motorcycle,  but  the  
day  will  come  when I  can  no  longer ride.  

When  it  does, I would resent  being  told I  could  no  longer  
be  a  Ulysses  Club  member.

The Ulysses  Club is all about a spirit of camaraderie, that  spirit  
will  continue on  two  wheels, or three wheels, or four  or 
more.
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e | president@ulysses.org.au
m | 0448 336 111 National President’s Report

Well, what a ride these past few 
months have been since the AGM 
Event in Barmera! 

Buoyed by the support provided 
by the members about attracting 
new members and retaining 
existing members, I’m delighted 
to report that I’m aware of many 
branches being very active in 
holding displays, and making 
changes to seek new members 
and keep the long term members 
– thank you all. Branches are 
the front line and you make 

a difference with your passion and enthusiasm to share the 
Ulysses Club way of life. 

Members’ suggestions about changing the Riding On magazine 
to be more cost effective, via conversations at the AGM and 
elsewhere has been very encouraging. We have worked on 
reformatting the Riding On magazine and you’ll see the changes 
in this Spring edition.  Now A4 size means we have been able 
to better fit articles to a standard size, and also remove content 
that was already available on the website such as the Branch 
listing, Gear Shop etc. The revised proposal has resulted in 
considerable savings, which is an excellent result. Gary Warner 
had embraced the changes, providing valuable input, but as 
you will see in his editorial, he has resigned from the position of 
editor. We all appreciate his work on the magazine over the last 
three years, and are not surprised by his offer to continue as a 
`mentor’ to ensure a smooth transition for his successor.

There has been a lot of effort expended in a review of the iMIS 
member database and how to better use it for the Registration 
portal for the 2019 National Rally and to increase efficiency in 
the National Administration Office.  Meetings were held with the 
iMIS consultants and were followed by a proposal to upgrade 
to a Cloud version and activate the registration portal app. I 
really appreciate Treasurer John Osborne’s diligence and work 
with me on that project.  The database is now cloud based and 
no longer requiring major disruptive upgrades, so the newly 
trained admin staff can really see the benefits.  This is another 
project that has savings for the Club. Be on the lookout for 
the announcement of the opening of the 2019 National Rally 
Registration portal very soon.

The 2019 National Rally team have been very busy in 
successfully seeking sponsorship for this event. They have also 
been liaising closely with the local councils and the Mornington 
Racecourse, to ensure that the event is well publicised and 
supported by the region. Regular meetings within the team and 
onsite ensure that they are on track to a very successful week 
for the members and guests attending.  It’s a beautiful part of 
Australia and I’m looking forward to being there in February / 
March. 

Jen Woods  
#21395 
National President

You have 
the right to 
ride SAFE.
If your life has been affected by something 
that has happened on the road, call us.

Maurice Blackburn is Australia’s number 
one law firm for motorcyclists. We’ve 
helped thousands of riders and we’ll fight 
to get you everything you’re entitled to. 
Because we believe you’re worth fighting for.

 1800 810 812
 mauriceblackburn.com.au
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National President’s Report
Vice President’s Reporte | vicepresident@ulysses.org.au

m | 0428 246 175

          It is always a challenge 
to entice manufacturers 
to take part in our 
major annual event; 
The Ulysses Club 
National Rally and 
AGM.  

However, the 
Mornington Peninsula 
venue for 2019 is 
already appealing to 
the manufacturers, 
who are well aware 
of its close proximity 
to major markets and 

easy logistics for attendance. 

We already have firm commitment from Suzuki and Can-Am, 
with expressions of interest from Honda, BMW, Kawasaki, 
Triumph and Polaris. We also have some excellent nearby 
roads for the test rides on the Mornington Peninsula.

As you are all aware, my lengthy negotiations with QBE 
concluded with a most satisfactory outcome, our largest ever 
partnership / sponsorship agreement.  We have published 
our first “Editorial” featuring Nicole Coleby and her boss Dean 
Cullen. QBE will be providing material and pics which will 
appear in future editions of Riding On. And / or InterComms, 
BranchComms. etc.  They left me in no doubt that they 
certainly value the partnership that QBE has with our Ulysses 
Club.  It is now up to us to ensure that our members make 
every effort to avail themselves of the insurance services 
provided by QBE.

Our sponsorship / partnership arrangements are in a very 
healthy position. All sponsorships are current, with Shannons 
having recently renewed for a further three years – including 
an effective 10% increase in value.  

Suzuki will supply an exciting V-Strom 650 XT for the lucky 
winner of the UCARF biennial National Raffle.

Our new MAOTY National Adjudicator, Jim Brooks # 9467, has 
hit the ground running.  

I have no doubt that whilst Jim has huge shoes to fill, he will 
be up for the challenge.   Nomination / Application forms for 
2018 have been distributed to all TAFE Institutions nationally, 
and Jim is embracing the task of building constructive 
relationships with all TAFEs, staff and applicants’ Employers to 
assist in assessing all applications as they start to come in.

Riding On articles featuring test rides and reports, written 
by Club members, continue to be very popular. This Spring 
edition of Riding On features a very interesting “comparison” 
report on the two bikes ridden by the author to consecutive 
AGMs 

Further down the road, our Summer edition will feature 
reports on the latest 2018 Goldwing and the latest in 
adventure bikes from Triumph.

A huge thank you to our volunteer test riders / reporters, for 
the excellent work they do for the benefit of our members.

Any special requests for particular motorcycles – new or old - 
to feature, please let me know.  

Melbourne’s Troy Bayliss Moto Expo will be held 23 –25  
November (2018) at the Melbourne Show Grounds, and again, 
Ulysses Club has been granted a complimentary (contra) 
shell space.  We will have an enthusiastic team to promote 
our Club, its aims, its activities and its benefits.  Members 
are encouraged to support the Club and this event with their 
attendance.

Motorcycle Industry Liaison’s Report 

 Peter Baulch  
#27672   
National Vice President 

www.adriaticmototours.com

14
years

We’re presenting a two week ride through Northern Thailand and wild Northwest Laos. 

November 25  
– December 9

TOUR 
DATE

15
days

Thailand 

190_65_RidingON_Thailand_SMT.indd   1 8/8/18   8:28 AM
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Secretary’s Reporte | secretary@ulysses.org.au
m |  0418 329 617

By the time you read this 
report, we will be the 
other side of Winter and 
beginning to thaw out. 

Those of us down south 
anyway. It has been cold 
and miserable, not ideal 
riding weather. Hopefully 
we can look forward to 
some dry, warm weather so 
we can start getting some 
rubber on the road. 

On the secretarial scene, things have continued to be busy. 
There have been several applications for Club awards and we 
have to point out that nominations must be provided, complete 
with a written history of the nominee, signed by all committee 
members. A nomination submitted by an ordinary member, not 
endorsed by the branch committee, cannot be accepted.  

At the extended National Committee meeting in Barmera, 
members were asked to provide ideas for member retention 
and attracting new members. A lot of good suggestions were 
put forward and these have all been listed. These suggestions 
will form the basis of ongoing discussions by the National 

Committee. There was also a member survey carried out in the 
South East Queensland area. A wider survey will be carried out 
in the near future, hopefully Australia wide and the results from 
the survey, plus those from Barmera, will help to formulate a 
strategy for the future of the Ulysses Club.

Arrangements for the 2019 National Rally in Mornington, 
Victoria are well under way and we are hoping for good 
attendances by members to this wonderful part of Victoria. 
The weather should be excellent – definitely warmer than the 
cool conditions at Barmera. There are lots of activities available 
on the Mornington Peninsula and beyond, including great 
roads, museums, breweries, wineries, Arthurs Seat chair lift, 
Queenscliff ferry.  I will be looking forward to meeting as many 
members as I can at Mornington.

Henry Rokx
National Secretary

#28636  DM#45 

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m |  0429 002 411

Treasurer’s Report

John Osborne  
 
#41785 
National Treasurer

The most commonly asked 
question posed to me 
from members as I move 
through Branches or meet 
new members on rides is 
‘how are our membership 
numbers going?’ Clearly 
this reflects the view that 
growing numbers reflect 
a strong Club. At first 
cut this is a reasonable 
proposition, although my 
view tends to be that an 
active membership beats 

numbers anytime. However, without a basic number of financial 
members it is increasingly difficult for the Club to provide the 
services it does to its members without sustaining losses or 
increasing subscriptions.

This year the numbers have plateaued around 14,800 after 
the usual significant reduction December-January each year 
when the vast majority of renewals are due and non-renewal 
numbers are large. At December 20117 we had 16,042 
members and by end January 2018 the numbers had fallen to 
14,752. However the numbers have held steady since January 
and our membership is some 320 more than the budgets upon 
which our annual operations are based. Our big challenge is to 
increase the renewal rate so we retain members into future.

The last AGM Event at Barmera is now a fond memory. 

From the Treasurer’s perspective the 2018 Event was most 
memorable in that it produced a surplus of $101,582 which is 
excellent considering the risk associated with this type of event 
and the unforeseen expenses which can arise during the course 
of the event. The financial outcome reflects the competence 
and dedication of the 2018 Event Committee/Team and the 
general positive spirit which prevailed in the management 
team at the Event. The Event Treasurer has identified at 
least $70,000 savings achieved by volunteer work or donated 
services. Also, we must not lose sight of the fact that all 
National Office Staff time and other NAO costs are not charged 
back the AGM resulting in boosted surplus which is absorbed by 
the Club.

Given the contribution from the Barmera Event the Club’s 
operating accounts to end July 2018 show a surplus of some 
$64.033. This is a significant surplus however it reveals an 
underlying operating deficit of $40k (approx.) relating to normal 
activities of the Club. This situation is being addressed by 
changes in the format of Riding On which will yield savings of 
$70k per year. The NatCom is considering operational changes 
to our IT System (iMIS) moving to a cloud based system which 
may yield savings as much as $50k per year depending upon 
NatCom’s final decisions relating to website hosting and e-mail 
marketing. More of this in the Summer Edition.
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Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Purchasing Officer Reporte | advertising@ulysses.org.au 
  purchasing@ulysses.org.au 
  roadsafety@ulysses.org.au 
  membership@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 95 4424 

Road Safety Committee Report

Advertising Liaison’s Report
Purchasing Officer Report

I am so looking forward to 
the end of this particularly 
wet and cold winter at least 
by WA standards and being 
able to ride without so 
many layers of clothes that I 
resemble the Michelin Man. 

Our National Rally may seem 
a way off but it will soon be 
time to plan your trip to the 
brilliant Mornington area, I 
am so looking forward to our 
first Ulysses Club National 
Rally, but I always looked 
forward to our AGM and I 
know the guys organising this 

will make it something special 
and an event to remember.    

Those of you that we have a current email address for would have 
received the first of the Gear Shop E-newsletters that we will be 
sending out on a monthly basis. The Gear Shop E-newsletter will 
feature product of the month, specials for the month along with 
new products. This is still a work in progress and we hope to 
improve the layout soon. I would love to get some feedback from 
you on this new feature of your club. If you do not receive these 
E-newsletters, then please contact our National Office to check 
that we have your correct email address.

Advertising in our magazine seems to have levelled out, which is 
an improvement on the past trend, however we still need to bring 
the cost of producing and posting the magazine under control. 
That is the reason we have moved to reduce the pages in Riding 
On and we are planning to send all members a link to the online 
version of Riding On as soon as it is available to encourage those 
who would like to save the club money to consider cancelling their 
hard copy and going digital.

I would like to get some RV related advertisers to use our Riding 
On, so if any of you RV Groups guys know of any businesses that 
may be interested please get in touch with me.

Following on from our extended NatCom meeting in Barmera 
where we asked you for ideas to help promote our club and 
encourage new members we had a suggestion that we needed 
new and more relevant pull up banners to use at events that we 
attend including toy runs, motorcycle shows and meetings. So I 
have asked that our graphic designer from Diamond Graphic come 
up with some banners that would attract younger people to our 
club, Amy Zazy has come back with 5 new posters and 3 new pull 
up banners that I think look great. These will be sent out in pdf 
format to all branches to have printed and promote membership. 

Dave Wright 
#51871 
Advertising Liaison , Purchasing Officer and Chair, Ulysses 
Club Road Safety Committee

 

 

Available online from Rocky Creek Designs and all good 
motorcycle shops through Pro Accessories

Don’t let yourself be stranded with 
a flat battery!
This little lithium jump starter is 
pocket-sized, light, packs a real 
punch and will easily tuck into a 
tank bag, top box or pannier.  
Our mini jump starter comes with a 
recharging plug suitable for both 
BMW (merit) sockets and normal car 
type accessory sockets. Comes in a 
compact bag with all accessories including USB port and cable 
so you can recharge your phone, ipad or GPS.

MINI JUMP STARTER

The EC5 adapter can be connected to the Jump Starter and then 
to the Pocket Pump so there is no need to attach the Pocket 
Pump to the battery terminal if you have the Jump Starter!

EC5 ADAPTER

 LIM
ITED WARRAN

T
Y1

YEAR

LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING TABLE

HOLDS
UP TO

15KG
Paired with one of our chairs, 
this lightweight foldable camping 
table will take your outdoor 
experience to the next level. 
This table takes just seconds to 
setup, weighs only 469g and packs 
down to 360 x 90mm which means 
it will easily fit into your pannier. 

»  Small enough to take with you 
on any ride! 

»  Weighs only 940g and holds 
up to 120 kg.

»  Folds into a bag measuring 
38 x 10 x 12cm (52 x 50 x 65cm 
when opened).

»  Almost assembles itself with 
self-locating shock cord 
technology

LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING 
BIKERZ CHAIR 

On the road with...
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National Rally Organiser  
& Minutes Secretary 

The subject of financial 
outcomes at National Rallies 
(previously, AGM Events) 
Branch Rallies / Odysseys is 
always a hot topic, the aim 
of all organising committees 
whether National Committee, 
National Rally Committee 
or local branch committees 
when is to always make a 
surplus or at the least break 
even. The running of a 
National Rally is somewhat 
more complex than a local 

branch Rally, as it is almost 3 years from when the planning 
committee is granted the National Rally until the actual rally 
occurs. 

During this time many factors come into play not the least of 
which is trying to estimate the numbers of members who will 
attend; we would all like 14000 members to attend our National 
Rally, if this was the case every year the planning and financial 
estimates for a National Rally would be easy, unfortunately 
this is not the case, the numbers attending a National Rally 
are only confirmed in the last weeks before the National Rally 
occurs. This makes budgeting extremely difficult, the National 
Rally Committee is given guidelines by the NRO and National 
Committee on numbers who are likely to attend the National 
Rally and generally this is based on 2000 members attending, 
and the support facilities are contracted from these numbers. 
These contracts have to be established in the main 12 months 
out from an event.

From the Facility Hire and support facility contracts and best 
estimates on numbers likely to attend the National Rally a cost 
to members is calculated, bearing in mind this is calculated over 
12 months before the National Rally.

Having said all the above some unknown factors that then come 
into play such as late Grants from Councils and Government 
agencies who see a benefit in supporting the National Rally, 
many of these grants are not know when the cost to members 
is being calculated. 

Another item which can only be estimated and is not confirmed 
until just prior to the National Rally is Motorcycle Manufacturer 
and Trader support, estimates of the financial input from these 
items can only be confirmed until the start of a National Rally. 

A big factor in the pricing structure is the unknown number 
of attendees, for instance with an additional 100 members 
attending and camping at Barmera this adds $20,000 to the 
income flow that is not known until virtually the opening of the 
National Rally.

Bearing this in mind if a National Rally is a success and if we are 
to continue with National Rallies they must all make a surplus, 
it would be a poor reflection on the various committees if a 
National Rally was to make a loss.

If we had guaranteed numbers attending every National Rally 
the cost to members and the costs associated would be better 
estimated and the job of the National Rally Committee executive 
would be easy.

Blue Knowles  
 
#33140 
National AGM Event Coordinator  
& Minutes Secretary

e | nro@ulysses.org.au 
m | 0427 669 903
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International Liaison Report

Welcome to Spring.

As I have to keep 
this report shorter 
than my normal 
ramble, I will keep 
to the basics. Please 
check out the 
National Website for 
further information 
on International 
Clubs, rallies, 
photos and website 
information.

The International 
Clubs have been out 
and about enjoying 
the Northern 
summer. Many have 

travelled to Harrogate, England, to enjoy the comradery at the 
European International Gathering.

I received a great story from fellow Aussie John Cook describing 
his trip to the European Gathering.  The information has been 
shared to the National website and I look forward to receiving 
and sharing other reports as they arrive.

I anticipate more information shortly on the proposal for the 
2019 International Rally to be held (hopefully) in the Vosges in 
France. I will definitely be trying to attend! 
 
Cuba: Is growing by the day, with a very keen committee. 
Wolfgang was very excited to have the German Ambassador in 
Habana, Cuba indicate that he will be joining them at their next 
rally and is intending on becoming a Ulyssian. Wolfgang has 
shared a lot of photos - uploaded to our National Website.

Many thanks to Sue from Slow Cruze tours regarding Insurance 
cover in Vietnam. “QBE say that their insurance covers riders 
in Vietnam subject to conditions in the Policy. Although Smart 
Traveller will tell you that you can’t ride there, this is incorrect 

as Slow Cruz Tours have been riding there for many years 
without a problem.   In the past Covermore Insurance has also 
honoured claims made from minor accidents over there.” The 
policy is available for those interested.

I continue to receive queries from both International and Aussie 
Ulyssians intending to travel overseas, discussing forming 
International Clubs and the location of clubs. I am happy to 
assist in any way I can, sharing the information I receive.

I am currently reworking an affiliation agreement amongst all 
the International Ulysses Clubs. This will allow Ulyssians from 
any country, the ability to register to attend rallies in other 
countries as an attendee in their own right.

For your holiday pleasure, we have Ulysses Clubs in the 
following countries:  Cuba, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Namibia, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Switzerland, 
Thailand and Zimbabwe and we have Ulysses contacts in: 
Botswana, Cambodia, Mozambique and Vietnam. 

Club Plate Scheme

The Club Plate Scheme has been very quiet with enquiries 
recently, but the guys doing the work in each state are still 
busy.

Don’t forget, if you wish to register an historic bike, contact:

NSW: Phil Whitton #3431 – 0404 322 139 – email: whittons@
ozemail.com.au

QLD: Ross Atkinson #57470 – 0403 742 573 – email: 
rcatkinson81@bigpond.com

Victoria: Kevin White #10667 - 0419 005 549 – email: 
ulyssescps@gmail.com

Allan Pratt  
#9186 DM #21 
International Liaison
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SPRING 2018 UCARF Report

WINNER of the club’s prestigious Jo Dearnley Memorial Award 
for 2017 is Dubbo and Districts Branch. 

Wellington members of the branch John Jannis, Phil Melhu-
ish and Peter Ogden lead the way during the year and made 
a $5000.00 deposit on 09/05/2017 and another deposit of 
$5000.00 on 27/11/2017.

I am sure you will agree this is an incredibly generous effort 
which favours our club’s effort of improving the lives of rheu-
matoid arthritis sufferers. 

Being within a four-hour distance to Wellington from home, the 
least I could do was make the effort to present the trophy and 
appreciation certificates to the unaware trio in person.   

The Good Joint Award was won by Yarra Ranges Branch, with 
a deposit of $4000.00 on 21/03/2017 and another $4000.00 on 
25/11/2017. An amazing effort.

The Good Joint Award was presented to a surprised Branch 
president, Chris Collins, at the welcoming ceremony at Ren-
mark at the most recent AGM event.

Although not award winners I wish to acknowledge two other 
large branch donations that are exceedingly generous. Lockyer 
Branch donated $6670.00 during 2017 and Bunbury Branch 
added another $6000.00 to the funds.

The Ulysses Club thanks the award winners, the specially 
mention branches and every other Branch in the Club that 
offered their support during the 2017 for this great cause that 
we embrace.   

Our Expression of Interest sale of the Honda Forza scoot-
er, that was previously owned by founding member the late 
Stephen Dearnley OAM, was finalised at the end of July. There 
were three members who made offers for the purchase during 
the sale period and we wish to thank those members for their 
interest. 

It was hoped that the scooter would be retained in the Ulysses 
family rather than an outside sale and that is exactly what 
happened.  

George Truelove #47931, an active member from the Hills 
Branch, secured the scooter. George is clearly motivated by 
the history of the Club, the family history of the Honda and the 
legacy Old No.1 left us.  George intends to take the scooter to 
Club events and to the National Rally, where he will ride it in 
the grand parade. 

As was always the intent, all profits from the raffle will be de-
posited into the UCARF account and subsequently distributed 
for rheumatoid arthritis research.

I would like to add a little bit of nostalgic trivia regarding the 

scooter for your interest. On the front of the scooter is a Sub-
mariners Association decal.

Stephen Dearnley joined the Royal Navy In 1941 and after 
training was appointed to the rank of of sub-lieutenant in 
1943.  Stephen’s ship, the leading minesweeper HMS Fitzroy, 
was sweeping outdated mines off the Dutch coast when it hit 
a mine. Stephen was on deck duty when he heard the explo-
sion and within 5 minutes the ship was listing and within 15 
minutes it was sinking.

Stephen had to swim for his life to avoid being sucked down 
with the ship.

I clearly remember Old No.1 recalling the incident with some 
of us members and his conclusion was that it was safer to be 
underwater. Stephen went on to become a submariner.   

The 2019 national biennial raffle has kicked into gear already. 
At the time of writing tickets have been printed and some 
have already been purchased. Look for details in this edition 
of Riding On. The raffle will conclude at the National Rally at 
Mornington Peninsula next year. 

Approaches have been made to the research institutions that 
undertake rheumatoid arthritis studies exploring the possibility 
of providing additional funding support. Sutton Laboratory has 
responded with an interesting proposal that would commence 
early next year and we are awaiting a proposal from Monash 
University.

UCARF sponsored researcher Dr. Haiyan Lin has provided a 
report for the club that is published in this edition of Riding On. 
I encourage members to seek out and read Haiyan’s research 
feedback.

A report from our other sponsored researcher Dr Sarah Jones 
will be published in the following edition of Riding On.  

The following donations have been gratefully received since the 
last published recognition in the winter 2018 edition of Riding 
On. In no particular order these most generous contributions 
are as follows – Coffs Coast Branch $136, Mt Lindesay Branch 
$500, Central Victoria Branch $500, North West Coast Branch 
$500, Shearwaters Branch $1500, Lion’s Club Wodonga $2000, 
Wellington members of the Dubbo & Districts Branch $2000, 
Tamar Tourers Branch $500, Bunbury Branch $3000, Shearwa-
ters Branch $1500.

Kim Kennerson, 
UCARF Coordinator 
#6929 L.M # 14

NOTICE  

Ulysses Club Inc.  
National Annual General Meeting 2019
Nominations for positions on the National Committee for 2019 
must be received by the National Secretary by November 30, 2018.
Nomination forms can be requested from the National Secretary or 
the National Administration Office.Completed nominations should be 

addressed to the National Secretary and sent by email to secretary@
ulysses.org.au or by post to:Ulysses Club Inc. Administration Office 
PO Box 3242 NARELLAN NSW 256 
 
Please note that all nominations must be in writing and need to be 
signed by the Proposer, Seconder and Nominee, who must all be 
financial members of Ulysses Club Inc. 
Henry Rokx 
National Secretary, Ulysses Club Inc.
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Yes, it’s on again! 
The UCARF National Biennial Raffle is underway and will be 
drawn at the Ulysses Club National Rally 2019 at Mornington 
Peninsular, Victoria. 

What’s on offer? 
First Prize: Suzuki V-Strom 650 XT plus adventure 
accessory pack, valued @ $14,990.00. Sponsored by 
Suzuki Australia P/ L and Ulysses Club.

Includes all on road costs, GST and comprehensive 
insurance supplied by QBE Insurance (Australia) Ltd.  
The Adventure Accessory Pack includes; 
• Knuckle cover set 
• Under cowling set 
• Accessory bar 
• Centre stand set 
• 39 litre top case 
• Top case mounting kit

It’s a hard bike not to like, with rugged looks, superb fuel 
economy and all the attributes that have made the standard 
V-Strom so popular over the last decade. 

Second Prize: Two general admission tickets to 2019 Australian 
Moto GP, valued @ $900.00 (inc GST). Sponsored by TAC 
(Transport Accident Commission, Victoria).

Third Prize: Indian leather jacket valued @ $600.00. Sponsored 
by Polaris Sales Australia. 

All proceeds from the raffle are deposited and held in the 
Ulysses Club Arthritis Research Fund (UCARF) account. UCARF 
administration is totally voluntary, thus ensuring 100% of all 
funds raised are periodically allocated for scientific rheumatoid 
arthritis research. 

How do I purchase my tickets?

Tickets are $5.00 each and can be purchased by contacting 
Mike Abberfield on 0423 379 848 or (02) 4951 2519 or by email 
abberfielduc@bigpond.com for details on how to purchase.

Kim Kennerson, 
UCARF Coordinator.

Lay report for Ulysses Club  
by Dr Haiyan Lin 
Sutton Arthritis Research Laboratory 
Institute of Bone and Joint Research

Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is an insidious 
disease that destroys the body’s joints. 

Lead up research into RA was per-
formed by previous UCARF fellows, 
Dr Kelly McKelvey and Dr Helena 
Liang. They found that mice defi-
cient in a certain molecule, known 
as protease-activated receptor 

(PAR), had more severe RA symp-
toms than normal mice, using the 

collagen-induced arthritis model,                        
  the gold standard for investigation 
of human RA. Interestingly, this data contrasts with previous 
studies using similar mice in a different inflammatory arthritis 
model, antigen-induced arthritis. 

This year my research confirmed that bacteria and their 
products are involved in the initiation and perpetuation of 
RA models. Importantly, initial results have found that PAR is 
responsible for protecting against both bacterial infection and 
arthritis, that is, that PAR may have the ability to fight the bac-
terial infection that may trigger RA. Thus, these latest results 
have revealed a potential  unexpected protective role for PARs 
in preventing RA. 

Additionally, in the past year, we have been testing new ther-
apies related to PAR activity that have the potential to prevent 

inflammation and joint destruction in RA. These tests, using 
various models of RA, found that one of our novel therapeutic 
agents significantly reduces inflammation and joint damaging 
properties in RA.  

This work has been presented at the 46th Annual Scientific 
Meeting of The Australasian Society for Immunology, 27th 
November - 1st December 2017, Brisbane; and 58th Annual Sci-
entific Meeting of Australian Rheumatology Association, 5th-8th 
May 2018, Melbourne.

We now plan to confirm whether PAR has a crippled function in 
RA patients by using immune cells isolated from these patients 
and elucidate how this works. This research will provide insights 
into the benefits of pharmacologically manipulating PAR in RA 
patients and facilitate the development of innovative therapeu-
tic interventions to prevent disease progression to improve the 
overall mobility of RA patients, or possibly prevent the disease 
altogether. Additionally, we will be tackling a new project which 
investigates the tumour-like actions of joint tissue in patients 
with RA.  

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Ulysses Club 
on behalf of the Sutton Arthritis Research Laboratory, Institute 
of Bone and Joint Research, University of Sydney for generously 
funding our research in the past year. I hope our research will 
continue to evoke interest and support from the Ulysses Club 
in coming years, so that a cure for rheumatoid arthritis can be 
found.

Dr Haiyan Lin
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Letters To The Editor

It’s all about the passion 
 
I read Gary Higgins’ letter to the editor regarding Ulysses 
Club Members attending the AGM on anything other than a 
motorcycle and I was dismayed by his comments.

I went to the first AGM at Tumut in 1985 and I still have that 
badge, plus a few others, but I do not consider myself to be 
an ‘Honoured Member’ when I attend an AGM, as I am just an 
ordinary Ulysses Club member.

As I am too old to ride my GTR 1000 Kawasaki after 60 years 
of motorcycling, so I must drive my car to the A.G.M.

Gary, the Ulysses Club is all about PASSION for motorcycling.

I organised the Wollongong AGM in 1989, and one of the 

Ulysses Club members “rode” his wheelchair/motorcycle to this 
AGM. 

This member just rolled his wheelchair up a ramp onto his 
sidecar and controlled the outfit from the sidecar via duplicated 
handlebars, clutch and brake levers as well as the throttle 
That’s what I call PASSION.

When you reach my age, Gary, you will comprehend the 
Ulysses Club motto and start to play croquet, not bowls.

Geoff Akers. 
#101

Back to basics

I would like to second Gary Higgins’ comments in his letter to 
the editor in Riding On No 139. I think his comments are very 
much backed by the Looking Ahead to 2019 letter following, 
explaining the planning needed for a rally.

1...Ground for RV site.

2...Dump point.

3...Ablutions.

4...Arrival and entry for RVs

5...Car parking.

It would seem most of the organising and cost surroundiing the 
rally have nothing to do with bikes, I think this shows clearly we 
have lost the plot completely. I also agree that when, sadly, we 
get too old to ride we find another hobby, not complicate things 
for the rest who can still ride.

I hope others offer their opinions to help guide the club forward 
in the way the majority of members prefer.

Jeff Schionning #57895

Get trained – now!

I read the article about skills and rebates in issue 139 by Dave 
Wright. Commendable but I do fear he may be hitting his head 
against a brick wall because 74 per cent of riders think they are 
brilliant! 

I would hazard a guess that those figures translate all across 
the riding community, from learners to the old farts.

As a teaching point I ask my students in the pre-provisional 
riding course to rate their road riding skills; I do this at the start 
of the course before anyone has participated in any activity. At 
the end of the day I ask those that are still there i.e. not those 
who failed the road course or MOST, the same question. The 
difference in the answers is massive! For a start, many of those 
who fail rated themselves at between 6/10 and 8/10 and most 
of those who passed were above 6/10 (according to them).

I then ask the students at the end of the day if they had ridden 
in gale-force wind, rain, at night etc. It is mostly “no, I wouldn’t 
do that”. I then give them all the “BAD” news; even if they had 
dropped their perceived ability from an 8 to a 5.5 I tell them the 
best rider in the group is barely a 3.5/10. These are people who 
have been riding on the road for no more than twelve months 
and many have not left their own postcode when riding.

In conversation with older riders I hear such things as “Oh, I 
hardly ever use the front brake, too dangerous” and “I rely on 
the guy servicing my bike to check the tyre pressures”.

There are riders out there who have been riding for over 40 
years but only have one year’s riding experience: in other words 
they have not improved their skill level since they started to 
ride.    

I had enough of riding in large groups after attending several 
BMW Touring Safaris. Flat out on the straights and wobbly 
wobbly in the curves, not paying attention to their mirrors and 
constantly riding too close to the centre line. 

I was abused by someone who said I scared him when I 
overtook him. He wasn’t paying attention to his mirrors and 
had no idea he had been holding up a convoy behind him as 
he used the power of his six cylinder 1600 to blast down the 
straights and become a wobbling mess in the curves.

Please, everyone, improve your skills and have a bit of fun in 
doing so by attending a course.

Alyn Vincent #7637
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Think outside the square

Dear editor Gary,

Thanks for your contribution in producing the quarterly Riding 
On magazine for the Ulysses Club.

I refer to your comments in the Autumn edition regarding 
the decline in Ulysses Club membership. It needs to be 
acknowledged that the Club is in decline as the club model 
has not kept up with the times. Changing technologies such 
as social media rather than members dropping off the peg or 
fewer people taking up motorcycling or down sizing machines 
is more on the money. Quick fact check by myself indicated 
that the reasons you put forward as being attributable to the 
Ulysses Club decline are not correct. For example contrary to 
your assertions; scooter sales have indeed declined however 
motorcycle sales have increased. Motorcycle licence holders 
across all states have increased. So where are the new Ulysses 
Club members??

It is easy for like-minded individuals to whack up a Facebook 
page, invite a few people that they like that have similar 
personalities, riding abilities, bikes, whatever floats your boat 
stuff and go for a ride. No rules, fees, structure etc and go 
have some good old fashion fun on a bike in the great outdoors 
without the BS.

Like all products there is a lifecycle. This product (Ulysses Club) 
is in decline and unless the Executive is honest with itself and 
the members in addressing the issues and not reinvent the 
Club, it will continue to slide into obscurity over time. These 
changes need to be significant and not lipstick on the pig stuff 
like changing the name of the AGM to Rally.

Please do not act as an apologist for the current situation, I 
have always seen an editor as a person that can challenge the 
status quo. Stir it up a little. Make people think. Maybe even 
move a few members to move from the current square/comfort 
zone they reside in and hopefully make some real changes to 
advance the Club.

All the best with the role. If you bump into me out there in the 
great outdoors onya bike, remind me to buy you a beer and 
have a chat. Enjoy the ride comrade.

Cheers

Stephen Bayley #53210

Editor’s response

Stephen, all your comments are valid, but I draw the line at 
“apologist”.

As a journalist for more than 30 years, I regard myself as a 
`reporter’ in the traditional sense. It has always been my duty 
to observe, reflect on and report what I see or hear. If you want 
a crusading, opinionated editor, it is not me.

I owe no loyalty to any member of NatCom, yet I am loyal to 
NatCom.

Stephen, you are correct in urging members to leave their 
comfort zones and make some real changes to advance the 
Ulysses Club. 

You could start now. 

Gary Warner #65262

Life is a DARING ADVENTURE or nothing at all !

0 0 2 4 + years

Inspiring Iceland

Morrocan magic

Turkish Treasures

Awesome Andes

Himalayan HeightsYaks & Yetis

Tacos ‘n’ Tequila

Royal Rajasthan

Spectacular South Africa

Five Fingers of S.E.    sia Dalmatian Delights

v

Beautiful Baltics
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Better late than never
This jolly trio were photographed last December, but the picture 
got lost in what I laughingly called a `filing system’.It was while 
creating a new system that we stumbled on this pic of Allan 
Pratt, our intrepid international liaison officer, playing host.

Allan, at left, is seen with Redlands Branch president Roxanne 
Stone and Willie Val Merwe – a Ulyssian from South Africa who 
was visiting his son who lives in the Redlands. Allan explains;

His son brought him along for a surprise visit to our December 
monthly gathering. This gathering saw us celebrate Christmas 
with the usual fun and games, hampers, trivia etc. Lots of 
laughs.

Both Willie 
and Adrian 
thoroughly 
enjoyed 
themselves, 
with Willie 
commenting 
that the evening was the highlight of his visit to Australia. 

Needless to say, both his son and us were very pleased that he 
enjoyed himself so much.

Allan Pratt  
#9186 

Rallying at Carnarvon and 
feeding the fish
We had a great turnout for this year’s Carnarvon Rally, with 53 
people registering for the event. Rod and Judy came all the way 
from Tasmania and joined WA members from all over the State. 
We were very lucky with the weather with temps in the high 
20s/low 30s and warm nights making a welcome change from 
the cold weather in Perth.

The manager at the caravan park suggested the Yacht Club 
for dinner on Friday night so around 30 of us turned up to 
outnumber the locals 10 – 1. The very limited menu (chilli-con-
carne or nothing) was not to everyone’s taste/liking, but those 
who stayed enjoyed a huge plate of delicious chilli that was mild 
enough to suit everyone’s palate. It was a delightful setting as 
we watched the sun set behind the yachts in the Facine. The 
Yacht Club staff were very appreciative of us being there as 
they have been struggling lately to raise money to dredge the 
inlet since the Government cut the funding to this project.

On Saturday morning, we were up early to feed the hungry 
hordes and then we were led out to Gascoyne Junction for 
lunch. On the way, Chris and Dianna decided to try the road to 
Rocky Pool even though it was muddy from recent rains. Jeff 
and Di from Armadale followed them, and they were all glad 
they took the risk as they were met with the stunning vision of 
the pool surrounded by red pindan soil and contrasting rocks, 
all framed by eucalypts that were twisted and bent from years 
of enduring raging floodwaters. 

On the ride out, Jeff’s front wheel dug into the soft sand as he 
turned slightly, tipping his bike gently onto its side. Luckily, they 
were only going slowly. We cruised along through the lovely 
wide road with sweeping corners, towards Gascoyne Junction, 

occasionally 
slowing to allow 
cattle to cross 
the road. 

Arriving at the 
Junction we were 
surprised to find a modern complex with hotel, 
fuel, general store and caravan park. Apparently, the old hotel 
was washed away a few years back when the Gascoyne River 
flooded. The new hotel was built on a new site, hopefully on 
higher ground.

That night the caravan park organised an entertainer for us; 
Outback Paddy kept us entertained while we cooked our bbq 
and ate dinner.

Next morning, we headed off on a ride to the Blowholes and 
luckily there were a few good sized waves that gave some high 
water spouts. There was the amusing sight of a group of burly 
bikers enthralled at throwing pieces of bread into the water to 
feed the reef fish. 

On the way back to town we stopped off at the One Mile Jetty 
Café for some lunch and a few Ulysseans took a short helicopter 
ride down the coast and over the town. Dinner that night 
finished earlier, with people drifting off to watch the MotoGP 
and others heading to bed hoping to get an early start on the 
ride home to miss the forecast rain.

Thanks to everyone who helped this year. It gave the organisers 
a chance to enjoy the weekend without working too hard.

Peter Moore #47546.

Hunter Coalfields buys a bale
Hunter Coalfields Branch frequently have rides which take in 
the large network of roads that cover the Hunter Valley and 
beyond. As everyone is aware we are being ripped apart by one 
of the most severe droughts in Australian history so the Branch 
decided to pitch in and do their bit by donating $1000 to the 
“Buy a Bale” campaign. 

Hunter Coalfields raised the funds by a silent auction of donated 
motor cycle apparel and from what they call the “gotcha tin”,  
where members get fined for little indiscretions whilst on rides 
and at social meetings. 

They have also decided 
to visit drought-stricken 
towns to give further 
support to local businesses 
by buying fuel and meals 
to help those caught up in 
the knock-on effect of the drought. 

Hunter Coalfields Branch urges all Ulysses Branches to do 
whatever they can to assist our farmers, as the struggles 
they're facing will affect us all in the long run.

Branch president Bill Ingall #21507
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A ride to remember? Okay,  that’ s a well-worn  cliché,  but  
you  won’t  believe  who  the  ride  leader is!

A fundraising event for the Special Olympics, the Soar 
and Roar Festival will be held at Sydney Motorsports Park 
Eastern Creek, on Sunday December 9. 

Tony Mearns #48981 invites Ulysses members to a ride he 
is organising on behalf of the Hills Ulysses Branch. There are 
currently six Rides to the event planned, starting from Mt 
Panorama, Frasers, Luna Park ,Club Marconi, Pie in the Sky 
Cowan, and the Hills Branch ride which will start from Castle 
Hill.

It’s a second attempt for Tony, who stepped into the breech 
at short notice last year and was only able to get a dozen 
riders but this year he says he is `going for it’.

“We are aiming for over 100 participants in our ride,” said 
Tony.

“This as an opportunity to raise the profile of Ulysseans to 
the public and let them see we are not like those other 1% 
of riders.” 

They will be in good company, because the Hills Branch 
ride will be led by motorcycle legend Kevin Magee, who is a 
Special Olympics Ambassador.

Soar and Roar Festival is a family-friendly event, 
and a great day out for ‘revheads’ as they are expecting over 
400 cars, from high end sports cars to hot rods. Their drivers 
take the Special Athletes around the track for a ‘Dream Ride’ 
in the exotic cars. Organisers are also expecting over 300 
motorcycles.

“I’ve been in touch with branches we have had a close 
connection with in the past (Hornsby, Northern Beaches and 
Sydney) said Tony Mearns.

“Hopefully some other branches within, say, a 200 km/two 
hour ride will, after hearing about the event, be interested in 
joining us.”

The cleverly named Accelebration honours Special Olympics 
Australia Athletes, their families, support networks and 
importantly it will help raise much needed funds.

The 20th Melbourne Branch Odyssey 
12 – 14 October 2018 
Melbourne Branch held its first Odyssey at Mansfield in 
October 1999! 

The 20th annual odyssey will be celebrated at Nagambie 
Lakes Leisure Park, beautifully located between the Goulburn 
River and Lake Nagambie. 

Nearby attractions include a variety of wineries, museums and 
merchants plus a good variety of roads for weekend rides.  
A boat tour (extra charge) to two nearby wineries is being 
planned for the Saturday for those not wanting to ride.  

Accommodation includes a variety of cabins and bunkhouses 
plus large powered campsites on which several tents could be 
set up to enhance camaraderie. 

Registration fee of $55 per person includes badge (for 
first 60 registrations) and Saturday night dinner with live 
entertainment (Gary and June again) at the on-site function 
centre. 

We will also have a casual BYO BBQ on the Friday night on 
site and an organised ride starting on the Saturday morning.   
Please have your tanks full!

Registration forms and details including payment details 
available via branch website editor John Cook (03) 9728 5769 
or 0419 599 530 or via kriscook@bigpond.net.au   Please 
let John know of your intention to attend and or ask for any 
further information.

Updates will also be provided via Melbourne Branch website:  
www.ulyssesmelb.com 

To book accommodation, please contact the Nagambie Lakes 
Leisure Park direct and mention your Ulysses connection when 
booking. 

Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park, 69 Loddings Lane, 
Nagambie, 3608 or PO Box 90, Nagambie Vic 3608 
Tel: (03) 5794 2373 / 1800 155 919 during office 
hours. 
Email: info@nagambielakespark.com.auWeb: www.
nagambielakespark.com.au 

Soar & Roar – let’s accelebrate!
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We are fast approaching our AGM rally for the RV Group, which 
this year is to be held at the Boonah Showground, in South East 
Queensland, from 15th to 22nd October.  Our State Coordinators 
for Qld have been putting in a lot of work to ensure that 
the rally will be successful, and that everyone who attends 
feels included and has a great time.  If you don’t have an RV 
(caravan, camper or motorhome) but still tow something behind 
your bike, or even strap a tent on the back, you are welcome to 
register for and come along to the event.  After all, we are all 
Ulysseans or former Ulysseans, and if you decide to come along 
you just might catch up with a few old mates.  More information 
can be found on our website  http://ulyssesrv.org

Successful rallies have been held in New South Wales, 
Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia for our 
members since the publication of the last Riding On.  It is 
heartening to hear the positive comments and see the numbers 
rolling up at these events, especially as the State coordinators 
put in a good bit of time getting them organised.  Information 
on our upcoming rallies is also available on our website under 
the Rallies menu item.

I sometimes wonder at the direction that the RV industry is 
heading.  When we bought our first caravan, albeit over 10 
years ago, a new van could be had for about $30,000.  I notice 
in one of the latest caravan magazines that new vans, which 
admittedly have all the bells and whistles, average in the vicinity 
of $60,000 – $75,000, up to about $150,000.  Still, with the 
number of brand new vans being produced and sold, there is a 

plethora of great second hand vans at a reasonable price.  One 
just needs to shop around. 

A mate of mine from the Sunshine Coast headed off with his 
lovely wife in their van about six weeks ago, heading north to 
catch some warmth.  He returned home early over a week ago, 
complaining to me about all the ‘bloody grey nomads’ clogging 
up everywhere, intending to head off again in September when 
the ‘Mexicans’ all start heading south for the summer.  I had a 
chuckle at the silver haired gentleman referring to the ‘bloody 
grey nomads’, wondering in what category he put himself and 
his wife.

Finally, a mention to Gary Higgins, whose letter featured in the 
last Riding On. 

The Ulysses Club Constitution does not actually state that 
one must ride a motorcycle, only have a licence or be able to 
demonstrate a long-held interest in motorcycling.  He got it 
right a couple of times though, it is a club for ‘motorcyclists’. 
You just don’t have to actually ride, although we all know the 
enjoyment that comes from hopping on your bike and going for 
a ride.  Still, I hope that he enjoys his bowls, until he realises 
what he’s missing and joins all us other motorcyclists in the 
Ulysses Club RV Group.

Rick Bedford #7481 
National Co-Coordinator, Ulysses Members RV Group 
Past National President and Life Member, Ulysses Club 
Inc.

Hello fellow members and fellow RVers.

Gear Shop is accessed from the Members page  
– a member needs to login to access this page.
https://www.ulyssesclub.org/Members.aspx  

If they need a login, please contact Administration on  
administration@ulysses.org.au with name and mem-
ber number

GEAR SHOP

INFO ABOUT YOUR CLUB

CLASSIFIEDS

CLUB CONTACT LISTING

WHERE TO ACCESS ONLINE CONTENT:

Members Classifieds is accessed from the Members 
page – a member needs to login to access this page.
http://www.ulyssesclub.org/Members/Classifieds.
aspx
If they need a login, please contact Administration on 
administration@ulysses.org.au with name and 
member number

Club Contact Listing. All Branch websites can be  
accessed from this page, including the updated 
Google Map which shows the details for every Branch 
and provides links to each Branch website
https://www.ulyssesclub.org/Branches.aspx 

Info About Your Club. The same information is list-
ed in the FAQs page, under the Members Page – a 
member needs to login to access this page.
https://www.ulyssesclub.org/Members/FAQs.
aspx
If they need a login, please contact Administration 
on administration@ulysses.org.au with name and 
member number
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How do you compare a Goldwing against a 400cc scooter with 
three wheels?

We’re not sure either, but John Gray owns them both and 
wanted to let us know about this odd couple; a 2008 model 
Piaggio MP3 and the latest Honda GL1800 Goldwing.

I always enjoy the AGM, my first was Canberra and the dramas 
with the “outlaw” gang, and I took two very different rides to 
the AGMs in 2016 and 2018

First off, how did I come to own a Piaggio three wheel scooter?

Having had an arthritic knee lock up en route to an AGM a 
few years ago, and finding it more and more difficult to get 
on bikes with camping gear, I decided the time was right for a 
step thru. And having come off on a roundabout from probably 
spilt diesel, having two steering wheels seemed like a no-
brainer. And when you look at YouTube what these scooters 
can do is fantastic. So we bought one from a friend, whose 
wife found it a bit heavy, and set off from Townsville to Alice 
Springs. Changed a few tyres on the way, had lots of looks and 
questions. Had to get thicker gloves in Canberra, and a comfort 
screen in Victoria, as found I was too much of a wuss. Enjoyed 
the ride and the AGM.

It’s a pity Piaggio in Australia does not bring in a larger engine 
size. This step thru three wheeled bike with a reasonable 
capacity would allow many to avoid the hybrid 3 wheelers.

Update to 2018, and having spent a couple of years in a gym 

the exercises have strengthened the muscles around the joint 
and I now have no problems walking and moving around. 

Sick of not being able to pass ignorant motorists, and having 
come into some money, I gained my wife’s permission to get a 
new bike, as all previous bikes I had were pre-loved. 

As she has no interest in coming with me I got the Goldwing 
without the armchair, which gives me more room for my 
camping gear. Ordered the bike sight unseen, and it arrived a 
week before I was due to leave. Spent a couple of days putting 
on the large Piaggio top box, which blended in well, and the 
badge will confuse all. But then Honda has only put a very 
small Goldwing badge on the console, as if it is embarrassed 
to mark this bike like the Goldwing Tour. Other than the lack of 
clutch lever, no aerial at back and no knobs on side panel, being 
painted a silver grey it looks much like the F6B bagger.

At this point, John created a long list of tables detailing points 
of comparison between the two machines. We don’t have 
enough paper to include those tables, but the conclusion seems 
to be that his ride to the 2018 AGM was much smoother, much 
more comfortable, and with much easier overtaking!

When last heard from, John was about to depart  for a two 
week trip to the NT on the Goldwing, with a few mates from 
Townsville Ulysses. He reckoned  he was still thinking about 
what to do with the Piaggio!

John Gray #19422

www.adriaticmototours.comJoin us for joie de vivre on two wheels!

HigHligHts
Riding Provence, Gorge du Verdon, Avignon, 
Carcassonne, Aix-en-Provence, Vercors, Grasse, 
Luberon villages, Pont du Gard, Millau Viaduct Bonjour

ProvenceMay  
4 - 19

2019
TOUR DATE

15
days

14
years

190_65_RidingON_Provance 2019_SMT.indd   1 8/8/18   8:33 AM

cheese



ON July 21, the Redlands Branch of S.E Qld held their annual 
Christmas in July at Tenterfield – yes, I know it is cold there, 
but what is the point of going somewhere hot for Christmas?

We all rugged up and spirits were high when we all got 
together.

We celebrated at the Tenterfield Bowling Club with 60 Ulysses 
members from Tamworth, Glen Innes, Gippsland (Victoria), 
Logan, Gatton, Warwick, Mt Lindsay and of course Redlands. 

While waiting for the evening to start, everyone sat in the 
lounge area of the small club, soaking up the atmosphere of a 
very friendly country town. I think we almost overwhelmed the 
staff, but they rose to the occasion, offering us fantastic service 
and very friendly smiles, no one minded waiting.

The venue was the dining room itself and the locals still trying 
to enjoy a quiet evening meal were welcomed to join the 
occasion and apologies were made to them, regarding the fact 
that this rowdy bunch may get noisy! Again there were smiles 
all around.

Lucky chairs, door prizes, raffles and a trivia quiz kept everyone 
going in between courses and what a fantastic meal, cooked to 
perfection and with the usual country helping sizes!

Then Santa came for Secret Santa and almost all made a point 
of sitting on Santa or Mrs Claus’s knee. Lots of fun, laughs and 
easy chatter.

Keep an eye on the calendar for the venue and date of next 
year’s celebrations. Many thanks to the Tenterfield Bowling 
Club for going out of their way to make us feel welcome, all the 
Ulyssians attending, Steve B for doing a great job as MC and of 
course the ladies of Redlands for the organisation of the event.

Savaugn Pratt #20508

Christmas in July at Tenterfield

RIDING ON 20
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Christmas in July at Tenterfield
AS the world was marching towards the new millennium and 
potential year 2000 computer melt downs, this old school carbie 
bike was released in 1999. 

It is a replica of a bike you could have parked outside the 
hamburger shop in the 60s with “Leader of the Pack” by the 
Shangri-Las playing on the juke box. When girls had posters of 
Marlon Brando from the “Wild One” on their bedroom walls.

Is it a Triumph, is it a Norton or is it a BSA? No, it’s a Flying W. 

I wanted a classic bike that didn’t break down when riding 
to local cafes. I ended up with a bike that I can jump on the 
interstate express, with two up trips from NSW to Queensland 
and South Australia. The bike is a 2005 Kawasaki W650 that 
presents somewhat of an identity conundrum. 

This 676cc parallel twin appears to be a 1960s British bike with 
Smiths style gauges, pea shooter exhausts, two tone paint 
on the tank and Trumpy like crankcase. The polished chrome 
guards and the white piping around the seat add to the 1960s 
style.    

Back when there was a Harley, Triumph, Norton dealer on 
Paramatta Road in Sydney, a W2 Kawasaki would sit on the 
show room floor, next to a BSA with a drip tray under it. Not 
many Triumphs were available as this was when the Meriden 
Triumph factory workers blockade was in place. The heritage 
of the W2 Kawasaki was drawn on for the release of the W650. 
The W1, W2 and W3 Kawasaki 650s were manufactured from 
1965-74. Easily recognised as being based on a BSA design, 
they were among the first large capacity motorcycles to come 
out of Japan.  

But there was a change blowing in the wind for the motorcycle 
industry. A shot had been fired across the bow of the industry 
(under a cloud of blue smoke). That shot was the 1968 release 
of the lightning-fast two stroke Kawasaki Mach 3, 500cc triple. 
This was followed by a king hit with the Kwacka Nine Z1 in 
1972. Those Z1s were 900cc with a quarter mile time of 12.4 
seconds!

It took until 1999 for the W650 to be released. This 195kg 
parallel twin has a 3600   firing order. That is, the pistons rise 
and fall in unison and firing is on opposite rotations, giving the 
bike that exquisite exhaust note of a traditional British twin. 
The retro image is enhanced with fork gaiters, tank knee pads, 
kick start and an electric starter that looks like an old Lucas 
magneto. 

While the W650 appears to be a rewind to the 1960s it does 
include some more modern updates such as 8-valve head, 
electronic ignition, balance shaft, and bevel drive gears and 
shaft to drive the overhead cam. As well as providing accurate 
timing, this allowed some owners to turn their W into a 
convincing replica of a Manx Norton.        

The importance of the W650’s release to the factory is 
highlighted by it being on the cover of the Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries Annual Report 1999, which also featured the 
development of new jet fighter trainers and a high-speed bullet 
train! 

Advanced technical features of the W650 included the K-TRIC 
throttle sensor, which varies ignition timing, and Neodymium 
magnets in the flywheel. 

Result of the W650 development is a bike that could do a 14.2 
second quarter mile time with a terminal velocity of 150kph, 
more than fast enough to beat the cars off the line at the lights 
after lane filtering. Production of the W650 finished in 2007 and 
was followed by the fuel injected W800 in 2010. It appears that 
with additional emission control the 800cc does not provide any 
increase in horsepower.  

Now for the identity conundrum.  
Its previous owner had removed the Kawasaki badges on the 
tank and seat.  When I first started riding the W650 people 
would approach me and say, “I like your old Triumph mate”. 
When I explain that it’s a Kawasaki their faces often drop with 
disappointment, so it is often better to tell them it’s a BSA 
Lightning. 

When I purchased the W650 it had the high American 
handlebars, which felt like you were riding into a brick wall at 
higher speeds. Returning to the standard Kawasaki handlebars 
fixed that, with modifications that include a higher profile 
rear tyre, gold emulator valves in the front forks and Ikon 
suspension on the rear. The bike is well balanced, with an even 
torque spread, and gets a second wind at about 5000 rpm. 

Riding this bike is like a trip back in time, to when a motorcyclist 
had to be able to kick start a big twin and get the spanners out 
for some roadside repairs. 

Unlikely with the W650, but if you really want to cut a pose, 
just a bit of weight on the kick start and the bike roars into life. 
You could imagine doing that outside Sydney Stadium in 1957 
after watching Gene Vincent sing “Be-Bop-A-Lula”. 

But forget about being James Dean on the way home!

Foot Notes:

*Marlin Brando starred in the 1953 movie “The Wild One” based 
on motorcyclists taking over a town in 1947. That actual event 
is often attributed to being the start of outlaw bike riders. 

* Gene Vincent was a musician who pioneered rock n roll and 
rockabilly, releasing Be-Bop-A-Lula in 1956. He had a major leg 
injury from riding his Triumph. Gene Vincent was so popular 
with the motorcycle rockers in the UK they often painted his 
name across the back of their ‘Brando’ leather jackets. 

*James Dean, who lived a fast life style and starred in the 
1955 movie “Rebel Without a Cause”, is known to have owned 
at least two Triumphs. However, his death in September 1955 
was in his Porsche 950 Spyder, which Dean dubbed The Little 
Bastard. 

Steve Dwight  #67802
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2019 ULYSSES CLUB INC. NATIONAL RALLY
MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 3RD MARCH 2019 

MORNINGTON, VICTORIA

The Mornington Peninsula Community in Victoria is thrilled to welcome all Ulysses Club members and their guests to the 
2019 Ulysses Club National Rally (2019UCNR). The Mornington Peninsula is located approx. 75kms from Melbourne CBD, on 
the south east point of Port Phillip Bay, comprising of towns and villages including Mornington, Rosebud, Sorrento and Rye, 
all within close distance from each other. Your hosts are members from various branches located throughout Victoria.  The 
Ulysses Club National Rally will take place from Monday, 25th February to Sunday, 3rd March 2019 at Mornington Racecourse 
which is approximately 3km from the Mornington township. The Mornington Racecourse comprises modern facilities within a 
fully fenced secure area. All campers, including RVs will be accommodated in the one area with plenty of space on offer. 

For all the information about registration and the 2019 Ulysses Club National Rally in general, visit the official 2019 Ulysses 

Club National Rally website at http://agm2019.ulyssesclub.org/

MEMBER DETAILS GUEST / ADDITIONAL MEMBER DETAILS
Surname:  Given Name:  Surname:  Given Name:

Membership No:  Preferred Name:  Membership No:  Preferred Name:

Branch Name:  Contact Phone No (mobile 
preferred):

 Branch Name:  Contact Phone No (mobile 
preferred):

Email for registration correspondence to be sent. 

(DO NOT LEAVE THIS SECTION BLANK.  IF YOU DON’T HAVE AN EMAIL, PLEASE ADD YOUR POSTAL ADDRESS) 

Note: Each financial member is entitled to register ONE non-member or financial member guest.

2019 THE  ULYSSES 
CLUB NATIONAL RALLY 
MORNINGTON, VIC

Mornington Peninsulawelcome to
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REGISTRATION FORM 
2019 Ulysses Club National Rally – Mornington
Monday 25th February to Sunday 3rd March 2019 
$30 per person cancellation fee applies after 5pm Friday, 
25th January 2019
Refund applications close 5pm Tuesday 2nd April 2019 and 
are subject to Refund Policy

EVENT REGISTRATION PRICE QTY. TOTALS

EARLY BIRD 7 Day REGISTRATION (Received Online or at NAO before 5PM, Monday 11th January 
2019) Includes unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event welcome bag & lapel badge. Entries 
received on or before 11TH January 2019 will be entered into the draw for an Early Bird Registration 
prize.

$120 $

EARLY BIRD 3 Day REGISTRATION Same conditions as Early Bird 7-day registration. Entry period 
is Thursday, Friday and Saturday only.  You will still be eligible for the Early Bird Prize. $100 $

LATE REGISTRATION 7 Day (Received Online or at NAO after 5PM, Monday 11th January 2019)

Includes unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event welcome bag & lapel badge.
$140 $

LATE REGISTRATION 3 Day (Received Online or at NAO after 5PM, Monday 11th January 2019)

Includes unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event welcome bag & lapel badge. 

Same conditions as Late 7-day registration. Entry period is Thursday, Friday and Saturday only.

$120 $

COMPANION ANIMAL REGISTRATION (Please read ‘ANIMALS’ section) Animals Name/s:
$30 $

CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION  PRICE QTY. TOTALS

Please reserve 1 (one) UNPOWERED Campsite for one person for 7 Days. $140 $

My registered GUEST/ADDITIONAL MEMBER camping on my UNPOWERED Campsite for 7 days site 
with me.

$95 $

Please reserve 1 (one) UNPOWERED Campsite for one person for 3 Days. (Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday only) $115 $

My registered GUEST/ADDITIONAL MEMBER camping on my UNPOWERED Campsite for 3 Days 
(Thursday, Friday, and Saturday only).

$75 $

Please reserve 1 (one) MEDICAL POWER Campsite for one person.

I have attached a current certificate issued by a medical practitioner, detailing the reasons why I 
require electrical power at my campsite.

$160 $

My registered GUEST/ADDITIONAL MEMBER camping on my MEDICAL POWER Campsite site. $95 $

Please reserve 1 (one) RV Campsite for one person.

All RVs are required to be self-sufficient for a week period. (Mon 25th Feb to Sun 3rd Mar 19)

Additional persons staying in reserved RV Campsite, are required to camp as a GUEST (see below). 

$195 $

My registered GUEST/ADDITIONAL MEMBER is camping on my RV Campsite site. $95 $

Please reserve 1 (one) RV Campsite with Medical Power for one person.

Additional persons staying in reserved RV Campsite, are required to camp as a GUEST (see below). 
$215 $

My registered GUEST/ADDITIONAL MEMBER is camping on my RV Medical Campsite site. $95 $

Please reserve 1 (one) TENT CITY Campsite for one person. (Bookings close 5pm 25th of January 
2019) 

A TENT CITY campsite includes the hire of a pre-erected tent equipped with two single beds, 
mattresses, a LED light and 2 chairs.

The additional person for TENT CITY Campsite are required to camp as a GUEST (see below).

$395 $

My registered GUEST/ADDITIONAL MEMBER is camping on my TENT CITY site. $95 $

I/We require access to a disabled toilet or shower in the campground

IF YES

I/We hold a current Disability Parking Permit issued by a government authority

Please attach proof to this form if a disabled vehicle permit is required.

YES

YES

NO

NO
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DINING (See Website for menu) PRICE QTY.

I will be attending the Tuesday night ‘Meet and Greet’ social night.

See Rally Information for details about Self-Catering meal. Please circle YES or NO in quantity column.
$0 YES

NO

$0

My registered Guest/additional member will be attending the Tuesday night ‘Meet and Greet’ social 
night. Please circle YES or NO in quantity column. $0

YES

NO
$0

I will require Bus pickup to the Tuesday night social evening (Price per person) $10 $

My registered Guest/Additional Member will require Bus pickup to the Tuesday night social evening 
(Price per person) $10 $

I will be dining at the Saturday night dinner (Price per person) (Bookings close 5pm 15TH of February 
2019) $37 $

My registered Guest/Additional Member will be dining at the Saturday night dinner (Price per person) 
(Bookings close 5pm 15TH of February 2019) $37 $

I will require Bus pickup to the Saturday night dinner (Price per person) $10 $

My registered Guest/Additional Member will require Bus pickup to the Saturday night dinner (Price per 
person) $10 $

Special Dietary Requirements – Circle applicable requirement:

Coeliac Diabetic No Dairy Nut Allergy Vegetarian

Please indicate the following if you have ticked the Special Dietary Requirement 

For Registrant For Guest/Additional Member For Both

NOTE: Accommodation details are required to help us plan bus routes to the social evening and dinner.  Unfortunately, 
buses cannot pick up from all accommodation addresses. (Please read DINNER SHUTTLE BUSES section).  Campground 
registrants WILL NOT need this service.

My Accommodation name/address is: 

Name of 
Accommodation:

Street Number: Street/Road:

Suburb/Town: Postocde:

2019 ULYSSES CLUB INC. NATIONAL RALLY
MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 3RD MARCH 2019 

MORNINGTON, VICTORIA
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COMMEMORATIVE MERCHANDISE (see website for merchandise pictures)

PLEASE follow size instructions BEFORE completing this section

Merchandise orders CANNOT be accepted after Friday 9th NOVEMBER 2018 due to our supplier’s delivery schedule. 

Please circle the required sizes PRICE QTY. TOTALS

POLO 
SHIRT – 

SHORT 
SLEEVE

MALE OR

FEMALE 

SYTLES

STYLE TYPE: Male (with pocket)

COLOUR: Purple

Female (V-neck w/o pocket)

Blue

$37

SIZES:  (for correct size, measure across the front of an existing shirt from 
underarm to underarm).  Circle required size:

MALE SIZE:

52cm

67cm

FEMALE SIZE:

45cm

60cm

55cm

70cm

48cm

63cm

58cm

73cm

51cm

66cm

61cm

76cm

54cm

69cm

64cm

79cm

57cm

72cm

POLO 
SHIRT – 

LONG 
SLEEVE

MALE OR

FEMALE 

SYTLES

STYLE TYPE: Male (with pocket) 

COLOUR Purple

Female (V-neck w/o pocket)

Blue

$39

SIZES:  (for correct size, measure across the front of an existing shirt from 
underarm to underarm).  Circle required size:

MALE SIZE:

52cm

67cm

FEMALE SIZE:

45cm

60cm

55cm

70cm

48cm

63cm

58cm

73cm

51cm

66cm

61cm

76cm

54cm

69cm

64cm

79cm

57cm

72cm

VEST – 
SOFT 
SHELL 
TYPE

MALE OR

FEMALE 

SYTLES

STYLE TYPE:  Male Female

$45

SIZES:  (for correct size, measure across the front of an existing shirt from 
underarm to underarm).  Circle required size:

MALE SIZE:

S/56cm

2XL/66cm

FEMALE SIZE:

6/47.5cm

16/58.5cm

M/58cm

3XL/68.5cm

8/49.5cm

18/61cm

L/61cm

4XL/71.5cm

10/51.5cm

20/63.5cm

XL/63.5cm

5XL/74.5cm

12/53.5cm

22/66cm

14/56cm 

24/68.5cm

BUCKET HAT – One size fits all $16 $

CAP (Baseball Style) – One size fits all $12 $

CLOTH PATCH $10 $

STICKER $5 $

MICRO FIBRE TOWEL $10 $

STUBBY HOLDER (Cylinder Type) $6 $

TOTAL:  $

REGISTRATION FORM 
2019 Ulysses Club National Rally – Mornington
Monday 25th February to Sunday 3rd March 2019 
$30 per person cancellation fee applies after 5pm Friday, 
25th January 2019
Refund applications close 5pm Tuesday 2nd April 2019 and 
are subject to Refund Policy
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CREDIT CARD DETAILS: MASTER CARD / VISA  Note: No other credit cards accepted

CARD NO: __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  EXPIRY DATE ____  /  ____   

CVS:___________(Last 3 digits on back of card)

Name on card:__________________________________________________________ 

Signature:________________________________

Post or Email all forms and payments to: 

National Administration Office, PO Box 3242, Narellan NSW 2567 or Fax: 02 4647 7740 or Email: info@ulysses.org.au

All cheques and money orders to be made payable to:  Ulysses Club Inc.

Direct Deposit Payments description MUST include the word RALLY, Member’s Surname & Membership Number

BSB:  062 813 ACC Number:   1020 1995 Account Name:   Ulysses Club Inc.

Refunds Policy

Due to the financial commitments by Ulysses Club Inc. towards the 2019 National Rally, the refund policy is as follows:

•	 $30 per person cancellation fee applies after 5pm Friday, 25th January 2019 

•	 Applications for refunds for non-attendance must be submitted to National Administration Office by 5pm Tuesday 2nd April 2019.

•	 No refunds will be provided for Tent City bookings if submitted after 5pm 25th January 2019.

•	 No refunds will be provided for Dinner bookings if submitted after 5pm 15th February 2019.

•	 No Refunds will be issued for Commemorative Merchandise orders after 5pm 9th November 2018.

2019 ULYSSES CLUB INC. NATIONAL RALLY
MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY TO SUNDAY 3RD MARCH 2019 

MORNINGTON, VICTORIA
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The all new and improved 
Ulysses comfort ring 
is now in stock in 316L 
Stainless Steel. The 
same stainless steel 
as used in surgical 
operations! It has 
excellent hard wearing 
qualities while still 
maintaining great  
detail and shine.

FREE
SHIPPING

ALL SIZES 10-15
IN STOCK

RING
$57.00

PIN $18.00
BAZZA: 0415 770 072

bbbikerj@bigpond.net.au
www.badboybikerjewellery.com

FLASH
SALE

taln 33002

RIDE WITH 
HEAVY DUTY 
IN  AUGUST 2019 ON 
OUR ANNUAL RIDE

 TO STURIGIS 
– THE WORLD’S 
BIGGEST BIKER 

PARTY!
HEAVY DUTY TOURS are best value for 

money. We’ve done these tours for almost 
two decades and we know what works and 

what makes an awesome trip! 
We hand pick our accommodation, we are 
selective on our routes and where to stop, 

ride, pass and avoid! Our fuel stops are 
streamlined, quick and efficient. 

At Sturgis we stay right in the heart of town 
so you can walk to town in minutes.

Our tours are the best on offer and include bike 
hire, accommodation, back up vehicle, national 
park entries, all transfers, cold drinks and great 

snacks daily during rides, welcome dinner, 
farewell dinner, accommodation right in the 

heart of Sturgis for the Rally week, and to top it 
all off, you’ll be featured in HEAVY DUTY 

MAGAZINE when the trip is over! 

It’s the best tour around! Our experience will 
make your trip stress-free and the best fun you 

can possibly have on two wheels. 

WE’LL PLAN EVERYTHING FOR YOU. 
ALL YOU DO IS GET ON YOUR BIKE AND 

ENJOY THE SCENERY!
GO TO HEAVYDUTY.COM.AU 
FOR PRICING & DATES

ACCEPTING DEPOSITS NOW 
Secure your booking for 2019 & 2020 with a $500 deposit 

www.heavyduty.com.au •  call 03 9317 5004 for more details
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The older you get, the more it costs.

Did you ever go to bed thinking “Bewdy, tomorrow I’m gonna 
fill out a whole bunch of forms before handing over a usurious 
amount of money on a premium for an insurance policy on 
which I truly hope to make a claim.” 

Spending your hard earned for something you’ll never use; 
which is why insurance is rightly called a grudge purchase. 
Whether your insurer shares your passion or couldn’t give a 
rat’s doesn’t matter. They’ve got your money and you’ve got zip.

However, if you do all your riding here in Australia there’s a 
real case for simply taking out a Third Party Property policy to 
supplement Compulsory Third Party (CTP). That way, in the 
unlikely event you suffer the indignity of an accident, at least 
you won’t be bankrupted by a bill for the hurt suffered by 
the world at large for damage to property, etc. With luck, the 
road accident insurance provided by each State, along with 
Medicare, will take the sting out of your hospital expenses and 
whilst there’s no app for uber ambulances you might be lucky 
enough to crash near a hospital; saving on ambulance fees. And 
as you’re not going to be riding for some time, you can save 
for your bike repairs whilst in hospital. So you can get by with 
minimal insurance here at home.

But judging by the number of motorcycle tour operators 
advertising in ‘Riding On’, more and more Ulyssians are touring 
overseas on their holidays, whether on a rental or shipping their 
own bike on ahead. Contemplating a ride on foreign soil raises 
countless ‘what ifs’ which is why tour operators and rental 
agencies require a hefty non-refundable payment up front. 
And why pre-paid ‘early bird’ airfares are so economical. Just 
planning a short ride in south east Asia you could outlay several 
thousand before packing your bags. Double or triple that for 
almost anywhere else on the planet. Even if the tour operators 
include insurance for the time you’re ‘on tour’ – and that’s 
definitely something worth checking – they’re highly unlikely to 
offer any compensation if for some reason you have to cancel 
before you leave home shores. If you’re ‘doing your own thing’ 
– particularly without local knowledge or language – the risks 
are not worth contemplating.

Number crunchers who compile the statistics claim sickness, 
not accidents, are the cause of most travel insurance claims. 
And having become extremely ill in Chile after a surfeit of grilled 
grunion stuffed with southern Atlantic oysters followed by far 
too many pisco sours I can understand that. The actuaries 
also claim that, this northern summer, someone will slide a 
new BMW1200GS under a ten ton tourist bus at the top of 
the Stelvio pass; and that the extraction and a single night’s 
intensive care will make the written off Beemer look cheap.

It won’t be me on the Stelvio, however, as I’ll be riding the 
Rockies this September and my American mate has made 
me fully aware of the cost of medical care in North America. 
Though I rarely take more than a single overseas ride each year 
I’ve found an annual Travel Insurance Policy appears to be the 
best option – though having never made a claim I’ve yet to find 
out how my insurer performs at anything other than collecting 
money. When the policy came up for renewal recently the 
premium had all but doubled; the reason being that I’d survived 
my 70th birthday. I’d recently renewed the CTP ‘greenslip’ on 
my bike and the difference in premiums from the lowest to the 
highest was 60%. Who knows how much I might save on a four 
figure Travel Insurance premium. It was time to shop around.

The first thing we learned was that whilst there are scores of 
‘Brand names’ in the insurance business there appear to be no 
more than a handful of underwriters operating in Australia. The 
second awakening was that most insurers don’t want anything 

to do with anyone over 70-years-old who wants to travel further 
than Tasmania or the Gold Coast; or go on a cruise to Fiji. At 
least this discrimination cut down on my reading of ‘Disclosure 
Statements’.

In studying these lengthy disclosure statements, we learned 
that some insurers who promote the extra cost option of 
medical cover due to a motorcycle accident overseas, limit that 
cover to riders of motorcycles or mopeds of less than 200/300cc 
capacity. The above conditions apply to those riders who believe 
they have adequate Travel Insurance because they’ve paid for 
their holiday (or part thereof) with a Premium Credit Card. To 
them we say; read the fine print.

So for those limited number of insurers who do offer Travel 
Insurance cover for people who have reached their three 
score and ten, AND will provide cover for all medical expenses 
incurred as a result of an accident whilst riding a motorcycle 
with a capacity of greater than 300cc – and repatriation to 
Australia – the premiums range from as little as $1,000 for 
a short holiday to as high as $10,000 for an annual policy – 
beware, Conditions Apply!

Three insurers are in our view, standouts, and they are Allianz, 
Cota, Virgin Travel, though dependent on your needs other 
insurers may offer better value. This is general information 
only for the advice of members. As with all such matters we 
recommend you read the Insurer’s PDS very carefully.  
 
Nonetheless we wish all Ulyssians claim free riding, wherever in 
the world that may be..

Peter Whitaker #36978 and Peter Baulch #27672  
July 2018

Fun and Travel Insurance – er, what?
Written by not one but two  Ulysses Club members
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I live in Tambo in South West Queensland and took 
up motorcycing when we lived at Windorah and 
Jundah. It was in Jundah that I obtained my RE and 
then R class bike licence.  

I started on the road on a Honda CB250 with rides 
from Jundah to Longreach and Windorah, then later 
from Tambo to Charleville.  

I joined the Ulysses Club recently as my husband Jim 
is also a member (051942) and is the Queensland 
rep for the Ulysses Clubs Road Safety Committee.  
We love everything motorcycle, we go camping, we 
tour and we sit around pondering the hard questions 
in life. 

I enjoy the madness of trying to fit everything I think 
I will need into the limited space on the bike, while 
Jim’s space is somehow filled with ‘essentials’ a lady 
on the road needs such as wine, cheese, biscuits and 
large pillows! 

We’ve  formed a pretty large social group for where 
we live.  We pick a location and ride there for 
an overnight stop or for lunch, with some riders 
travelling over a thousand kilometres for a ride.  This 
is really why I joined Ulysses, the social interactions 
and the friendship with other people and other ladies 
who simply want to enjoy life to the fullest. 

Off the bike my likes are family first, then our dogs 
and camping/ travelling throughout Australia.  

I recently got a shiny new black Spyder F3-T and I 
haven’t stopped grinning every time I ride it. The 
little Honda will go to our daughter who has her 
RE licence, so with some luck there will come a 
day when she tags along on rides with us.  We’re 
riding to Canberra in September for the Wall to Wall 
(Police Legacy Ride) and will be camping along the 
way. That’s got me excited as its my first time out of 
Queensland being in control of a ‘bike’ and I hope to 
meet more ladies riding.  

My first long ride was on the back of Jim’s Superglide 
from Windorah to Uluru, through SA and back home 
via Broken Hill.  It was November 2009, a serious 
heatwave hit the NT and I would often fall asleep 
only to be woken by the bike’s deranged pilot as I 

listed to the left and right! 

I look forward to many years, miles and memories as 
a Ulysses member and can’t wait to go to a national 
Rally.  Time for Jim to build me a trailer for the 
Spyder. Now where did he run off to… 

I work in the Shire Council office in Tambo, where 
Jim’s the village ‘bobby’ so if you’re ever in Tambo, 
look us up and say hi!

Bronwyn Beck #67388
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1988 was a busy time for The Ulysses Club Inc, 
new branches of the five year old Club were being 
established around Australia.

That means quite a few thirtieth anniversary 
celebrations, we’ve picked two on opposite sides of the 
country.

LAKE Macquarie Branch celebrated  
30 years on June 17
It began with a small group of local Ulysseans organising 
rides in the Hunter area, independent from the Sydney Group. 
(Riding On June 1988). Over the years it morphed into various 
branches in the region, and the Lac Mac boys and girls have 
claimed May 1, 1988 as the establishment of Lake Macquarie 
Branch.

A planned Anniversary Ride clashed with the final AGM Event, 
so an invitation was extended to all Branches in the area, and 
67 members and friends of the original few gathered at Lake St 
Clair on June 17.

They included John Lydiard, who led the original ride 30 years 
ago and who led this ride as well, which followed the original 
route as close as possible.  

One of the best routes in the Hunter to take in the sights of the 
valley, from the Bell Bird forests of Mount Sugar Loaf and then 
onto old mine workings and the small towns of the Cessnock 
Coalfields which established our coal mining industry.  

It also took in the Hunter Valley wine region, the most visited 
area in NSW, to enjoy the views across vineyards over the 
rolling hills and the valley.  

The ride highlighted the camaraderie of members from all 
branches and a chance for us all to get together.  From the 
inaugural ride some 30 years ago the Branches of the area have 
travelled well and are still reflecting the strong ideals of the 
Ulysses Club.   
 

 

Ulysses Club arrives in WA 
Perth Branch owes its existence to Alf Bridle, who in July 1988 
wrote a letter to  Natcom, requesting the names of members 
who lived in WA. NatCom replied with a list of 23 people from 
Roebourne to Perth, from Denmark to Kalgoorlie. 

Alf wrote to them all suggesting that they get together once a 
month for a social evening. That initial evening was Wednesday 
the 29th September 1988, at the Pine creek Tavern in 
Forrestfield (being his local watering hole!). 

Three members attended, accompanied by four non-members, 
who are believed to have become members by the end of 
the evening. Over a meal and a few ales it was decided that 
they would continue this event on the last Wednesday of each 
month. Membership steadily increased from that time and Perth 
Branch became the logical springboard as Branches began to be 
established in regional centres across the vastness of Western 
Australia. 

Perth Branch’s official newsletter, The IthacaTimes, was first 
printed in March 1989 as a single page. It has been in print 
ever since with 11 issues each year and has grown to 10 pages 
of information for members.

For the first few years the indefatigable Alf Bridle was The 
Ithaca Times editor, treasurer, membership officer and meeting 
chairperson. 

14 Branches now active in WA are all descended from Perth 
Branch, which invites past and present members to attend the 
Birthday Celebration dinner and drinks on 6 October 2018, 6pm 
at Paddy’s Bush Bar, 1360 Brookton Hwy, Karragullen. 

Cost is $30 per person, for further details contact Branch 
President, John Gliddon on 0417 945 789. 

 As Alf Bridle was once heard to say, “I never imagined it would 
get this big.” 

Thirty Year Celebrations
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As the 2018 AGM Event Volunteer Coordinator, 
I am extremely thankful that this view was not 
shared by the 387 members who volunteered 
their time to make the event run smoothly and 
successfully.

Let’s debunk one myth up front … EVERYONE pays 
the same amount to attend our AGM/National 
Rally Events, whether they are a member who 
volunteers a few hours of their time (wearing the 
yellow vest), or a Committee Member who works on the event 
for three years leading up to it and every day during it (wearing 
the orange vest), or a National Committee member who works 
voluntarily for the Club throughout the year (wearing the blue 
vest).

Back to the 2018 event, 70% of the volunteers were male and 
30% were female.  Unfortunately, I don’t have a breakdown 
of the numbers between financial members of the Club, and 
the guests or partners of members.  Of those 387 volunteers, 
38 were members of the 2018 Organising Committee, 22 
were members of the 2019 and 2020 Organising Committees 
gathering knowledge for their events and working on their 
stands for your benefit, and 7 were NatCom members.  None of 
these volunteers were “rostered” on to shifts – they were just 
working as and when required – and so their hours were not 
counted.  This left 320 members and their guests who attended 
the AGM and gave up some of their time to work on the event 
as a volunteer.

Those 320 volunteers were rostered on for a total of 3,895 
hours, an average of 12 hours per volunteer.  There were some 
volunteers who worked more than 50 hours over the two weeks 
for set-up and running of the event, and many who worked less 
than 12 hours, but the work of every single one of those 320 
volunteers was appreciated by me and the 2018 Committee, 
because without that help, we could not have staged the event.  
I was also very proud of the way our volunteers conducted 
themselves in the performance of their work.

Imagine if the Event had had to pay for those hours of work – 
at $17.70 an hour (which is the current minimum hourly rate 
in Australia), that would have added $68,941 to the cost of the 
event … and of course, that would have had to be passed on 
to members in the form of higher costs to attend the event – 
about an additional $36 per attendee.

My knowledge of the hours put in over the two weeks of set-up 
and running the event by the Organising Committees of this 
and the two future events leads me to say with confidence that 
I believe that the 3,895 hours figure could easily be doubled, 
and hence the additional attendance cost would be more like 
$72 per head if we had to pay for everyone’s time.

So how do you volunteer? For the 2018 event, 272 members 
volunteered online through the Ulysses Club website, 8 
members sent in hardcopy forms, and another 40 members 

came into the Volunteers Office after they arrived at the 
event and volunteered.  So there’s a variety of ways you can 
volunteer.

And what might you be doing as a volunteer?  You could be 
checking members in as they arrive at the Event;  you could 
be manning the gates and scanning members in and out;  you 
could be hanging up decorations in the big tent or decorating 
the tables before the dinners;   you could be directing 
members as they get established in the campground;  you 
could be helping out in the Traders area; you could be building 
temporary fences;  you could be answering questions in Event 
HQ or handing out vests and water in the Volunteers Office;  
you could be ushering at the dinners;  you could be a marshall 
at the Grand Parade;  or you could be selling raffle tickets.  A 
myriad of jobs for people of all physical abilities, something for 
everyone.

I asked some of our 2018 volunteers the big question, why do 
they volunteer?  Here is what they wrote:

“Cos it seems right to do something to help.”  Richard, Member 
No 19695

“Meeting lots of people, old and new friends and having fun.”    
Judy, Guest

“Aussies do their bit.  I’m an Aussie.”  David, Member No 48929
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“I volunteered to help out, not realising how satisfying and FUN 
it actually is.”   Carol, Guest

“For a shy person, it’s a great way to meet people.  I’ve made 
many friends over the years.”    Bev, Guest

“Because I’m a Ulyssian.”    Colin, Member No 26585

“My husband is now retired, so we can attend the event.  We 
volunteered because it was on our home ground and we 
wanted to help.  We had no idea how much work was involved.”  
Raylene, Guest

“It’s what being part of this club is about – I love it.”   Joanne, 
Guest

“To meet and greet everyone and to give to the event.”   Essey, 
Member No 47805

“I like to help and meet new people.  Many hands make light 
work.”  John, Member No 35566

“If everyone gives a little bit, the AGM will be better – it takes 
people to make it great.”  Sandra, Guest

“It’s my first AGM and volunteering gave me the opportunity 
to meet a great new bunch of friends.”    Brenton, Member No 
65643

“I have a great time working in different areas, meeting so 
many different people.”  Rita, Guest

“To give something back and share the load.  Making sure 
everyone has a good time.”  Robert, Member No 51563

“Enables me to catch-up with old and meet new Ulysses family.”   
Judith, Member No 18289

“First time volunteer and being this involved made the AGM 
more memorable and a greater experience than just attending.”  
Michael, Member No 21167

I would like also to thank the members who came into the 
Volunteers Office during the event and asked me to thank all 
the volunteers on their behalf, which I did at the Volunteers 
Lunch on Sunday, 12th May.

And before I sign off, let’s not forget and acknowledge those 
other fabulous volunteers in this Club … the members who 
keep Branches ticking over all year, every year, by serving on 
the Branch Committees or in other positions such as Rides 
Coordinator or Welfare Officer.  All power to you!

I’ve been proud to be a Committee member at several AGM 
events, and a volunteer at many others.   The reason that I 
do it is because the Ulysses family is part of my family.  I have 
met (and continue to meet year after year) some wonderful 
people that I would not otherwise have in my life, and I have 
had a huge amount of fun working beside these volunteers and 
interacting with members.  I’m grateful to you all.

As Michael said above, volunteering makes attending the AGM 
Event a better and more memorable experience, so give it a go 
at Mornington in 2019.  Volunteer for the first National Rally!

Rita Logan

2018 AGM Event Volunteer Coordinator 
Member No 32432
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Kris and I had the good fortune to attend the Ulysses 
International Gathering at Harrogate, England from Friday 
6 to Sunday, 8 July.  

Hosted by Ulysses Club GB, the event was combined with the 
GB AGM and was attended by members from France, Germany. 
Norway, Switzerland and the UK, plus a number of visitors from 
Australia including Andy Luck.

Circumstances surrounding my attendance go way back!   Shortly 
after the Albany AGM Event in 2010, Ulysses GB member Keith 
Hooper and his partner Ellen were travelling as part of a very 
long journey from New Zealand, home to England on a Honda 
Transalp (see: www.rightwayround.net for full story) when 
they pulled in for accommodation at a remote location near the 
Northern Territory/Western Australian border.   A rather scruffy 
grey bearded bloke (who Keith described as a probable model 
for the Ulysses “Old Man Logo” done by “The Bear”) came out 
and examined their bike.  Keith spoke to this bloke and said, 
“You wouldn’t know how I could contact the Melbourne Branch 
Quartermaster would you?”  The bloke (Greg Rees) replied, “Yes, 
that’s me.” 

After the laughter and amazement stopped, discussions followed 
and that resulted in Keith and Ellen visiting Kris and me a few 
weeks later and also attending a Melbourne Branch social night.   
I arranged storage of his bike for about 8 months while Keith 
and Ellen returned to the UK.  They returned in 2011 and Keith 
attended the Newcastle AGM Event before continuing on via 
Darwin, Indonesia and many other countries to the UK over a 
number of years.  

This year Kris and I decided to visit my family in the Netherlands 
(Holland) and combine that with visits to France, Norway and do 
some walking in the Yorkshire Dales.  I told Keith of our plans 
and hinted that we may call down to see them in Cornwall for 
a couple days while we were in England.   Keith told me of the 
International Gathering at Harrogate and invited me to come 
along as he was going to give a presentation about his travels 
during the event. He also invited me to ride one of his bikes to 
the event.   We couldn’t make that work but we agreed to attend 

and I made contact with the organisers.   Just more examples of 
Ulysses camaraderie across the world.

We arrived at Harrogate on the Friday afternoon and were made 
very welcome by Dave Twist, “Two Sheds” Pete, Keith and many 
others.   We exchanged some disgraceful lies and banter over 
dinner and examined the maps for the weekend rides.    As Keith 
was keeping his bike in reserve for his Sunday night presentation, 
he joined Kris and me for some exploration of the scenic Yorkshire 
dales over the next two days in our hire car.  We managed to 
cross paths with Ulysses groups on a number of occasions and 
also drove the beautiful Butter Tubs Pass.   On the Saturday night 
many enjoyed watching England defeat Sweden in the World Cup.  
On Sunday night Keith gave a wonderful presentation detailing 
his trip from New Zealand home to the UK generally in stints of 
60 days or less at a time.  He brought his bike into the hotel as 
part of the presentation.

I also enjoyed a chat with a man whose parents did not know 
how to spell - John Cooke!  He is a member of both Ulysses GB 
and France and lives near the French Alps.  He embraced the 
Gallic shrug and verbal response of “Why Not?” when people 
were asked why some things were done in France.  The weekend 
was over all too soon, but it is rumoured the 2019 International 
Gathering will be in Vosges Region of France.  So, to paraphrase 
John, “If you’re off to Europe in 2019 and the stars align, why 
not also attend the Ulysses International Gathering and add a 
whole extra dimension to your travels?”   

Kris and I thoroughly enjoyed our attendance and followed it up 
with a trip down through the Peaks District, Derbyshire Dales and 
a stay in the Cotswolds before catching up with Keith and Ellen 
again for a few days in beautiful Cornwall.   

John Cook #5048                       

2018  
International 
Gathering
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P R O D U C T  R E V I E W S

It’s on again

The tradition continues, Still the cheapest, Still the best

Presented by the

At the HISTORIC TARNAGULLA RESERVE   28, 29 & 30th September 2018

Badges for the first 200 Regd
Patches @ $5 ea
Amenities on site, showers
Ample camping space
Band Friday & Saturday Nights
Bonfires (weather permitting)
Bar & Food on site
Coffee van on site
Sponsored Raffle Prizes &
Awards

Prepaid $15
$20 at the gate
Registrations open
Friday morning

Prepaids:

By Cheque:
Central Victoria Ulysses Branch,
PO Box 736 Bendigo Central 3552 Vic.

Or

Direct payment:
Account name:
Central Victoria Ulysses Group
BSB: 633 000  Acc: 107992083
Enter Ref: GDR plus your surname.

Contact Mel: 0421 715 456

21st GOLDEN DRAGON RALLY21st GOLDEN DRAGON RALLY

Central Victoria Ulysses Branch 

Next it’ll be a kitchen sink!
We looked recently at a couple of clever folding chairs, designed 
for easy use and easy packing, even on a bike.

The crew at Rocky Creek Designs  keep looking at what can be 
done with shock cords, those rubber cords used to join pull-
apart aluminium tubes.

Now they’ve come up with a foldable table that will keep food 
and drinks off the ground, but is tiny.

A woven mesh forms the tabletop, stretching to form a 
surprisingly rigid surface that can support 15kgs.

Wedge its legs into the ground and you’re set.

Weighing only 475 grams, it packs down to 360 x 90mm, so it 
will fit in any pannier and is riced at $75. 
  
Gary Warner #65262
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July Pie Ride (Friday 13th) 
Tweed Branch members 
defy superstition
 Fortunately, 12 riders left BP Chinderah/Maccas, after a brief 
discussion on destinations, it was decided Alan would lead, via 
unknown routes, to a newly found pie shop in Ballina, with Alan 
collecting the $2 ride donation.

 It seemed like everyone in cars, trucks and motorcycles wanted 
to leave the garage at the same time, but we all kept reasonably 
together, then off up to Cudgen, out to Duranbah, Eviron Rd, 
Condong, and left into Wardrop Valley, with Tom taking the lead 
to ensure we took the ‘right’ left turn which would bring us out 
onto Tweed Valley Way just short of Burringbar Range. Through 
Stokers, Smith Creek Rd, briskly to Uki, to avoid the roadworks 
on Kyogle Rd.  With all grouped tightly, it was on past Sphinx 
Café (groan for coffee), then past the Nimbin turnoff looking for 
Alan’s (second) Nimbin turnoff, which flew past Alan unheeded.  
Totally unaware that the second Nimbin turnoff had gone by, 
Alan was reminded by many comm’s units, and a call for a wee 
break was becoming urgent.  Eventually, Alan turned off at Stony 
Chute Rd, (Alan’s second Nimbin turnoff), taking the more scenic 
route into Nimbin, with all riders grouped loosely on arrival at 
the coffee shop, by 10:30am.

Tables were rearranged for all to be seated and talk was full 
steam for half an hour, when it was time to push on over the 
dales and mountains.  Four riders returned to home after 
Nimbin, with eight riders continuing on to Ballina via Tuntable 
Creek Rd, The Channon, Dunoon, Dorroughby, Eureka, (turned 
back on Booyong Rd due to a bridge out), Nashua (becoming 
a goat track – loose fine blue metal across the surface).  Paul 
asked if Alan had “paddock” programmed into his GPS, then 
the road surface became better through Fernleigh, and became 
slippery again around the Teven Quarries, and finally coming out 
at West Ballina.

 Arriving at 12:30 at the Pie Shop in Lincraft building in Tamar 
St, Ballina, parking was plentiful, and there was a rush for a 
convenient place whereby instant relief is obtained, but was not 
immediately evident.   Pies were good, conversation good, with 
a few laughs.  Alan must never use the term ‘second turn’ again, 
and some reprogramming is needed with his GPS.   At best, it 
didn’t find rain or gravel roads, so it’s definitely an improvement 
on other GPSs used.

The ride home via East Ballina, Lennox Head, Knockrow, 
Bangalow, Coolamon Scenic Drive, Possum Shoot Rd, Myocum 
Rd, Tyagarah Rd to the M1 was led by Tom, then some took the 
M1 home, others via Tweed Valley Way.  Around 300kms and a 
great day out, with all enjoying a beautiful sunny winter’s day.

 Alan Jones #29149
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Kerry Parke had submitted several articles from her rid-
ing adventures with husband Tim. Her inability to stop 
typing earned her the nickname around here of Tolstoy, 

but her lengthy stories were always entertaining. 
Those contributions ended when her beloved Tim passed 
away last August, but Kerry returns to share with us how 
she confronted her grief by going  for a solo ride on her-
1832cc Honda Valkyrie. She returned home 6400 kilometres 
later.

In the ‘Ridden On’ pages of the last issue of Riding On was 
my Tim’s photo and a few words put together by yours 
truly.

This time last year, I was feeling like my life was going 
down the gurgler just like his was. I couldn’t imagine, let 
alone feel positive about the future. What was it going to 
look like? Even though I had good friends behind me I still 
didn’t feel it, whatever it was. I was running on automatic. I 
felt like I was in a big rubber ball that just bounced its way 
around, gently opening doors. Whatever I needed magically 
appeared. I didn’t think about anything, it just seemed to 
happen. I’d wake, eat, watch telly, sit and stare into space, 
eat again, fall asleep in the middle of the day, basic needs 
met… then sleep again.
 
“Goodness sake, there’s got to be more than this. Life 
sucks!”

It’s surely got to be more than what’s in a bottle. That was 
the only time I felt okay. Bless the ‘Shirazes’ of the world! 
Lucky for me, I have good and honest friends. 

A few of them are Ulysseans who never let me get away 
with too much! Ole number one, Stephen Dearnley would 
be proud of the mob up here in Townsville. They live by his 
motto of supporting each other. Tim and I, and our friend, 
Ronda Lynch, had planned to ride around Oz anti-clockwise. 
It was a dream that filled many down moments in that year. 
The map stayed up on the wall, regardless of the situa-
tion. I think Ronda would’ve kept the date and taken off 
in mid August as planned, but I couldn’t. It was too soon 
after Tim’s death, so we made another time to set off eight 
months later. 
“We’ll see” I said. 

One thing I’d become practiced at was not writing our plans 
in cement. More like on the thin side of a rubber band! We 
planned to leave April 5 and take the long way round to 
Renmark and then on to Perth. I wasn’t ready for that and 
talked her into coming back from the AGM Event. Then we 
could go again in August and do the anticlockwise route, 
just like our first plan, before Tim died.
“Okay,” she said.

That damned Murphy has a lot of explaining to do. Now 
Ronda’s husband is sick and she can’t leave. Her sad news 
was all too close to home for me. I got to thinking that I 
can’t hang around. I reset the leaving date. I even reset the 
route. I really didn’t feel like an AGM Event in a bereaved 
state, and so set myself roads that I’d not ridden before.

I’d started riding motorcycles long before Tim did and 
enjoyed just poodling around. I’d done a couple of serious 
long rides alone but the rest of my rides had been as a 
team; the two of us scampering down the highway to visit 
‘rellies’ and friends, from Queensland to Victoria. 

Now it was just me. I’d grown accustomed to his presence. 
We’d eventually worked through our differences riding 
motorcycles and were happy. I could’ve gone with the other 
group to the AGM. Something told me that I just needed to 
get away on my own. 

Preparing was all my responsibility now. I had to go and 
buy suitable tie downs…not usually my job. I had new tyres 
and a service done…not usually my job. I had to arrange 
the ‘while I’m away things’… we usually did that together. 
With the RACQ card in my wallet and my steed packed 
lightly, I set off. 

Monday, 23 April, Winton was my first stop then Tambo, 
Cunnamulla, Nyngan and then through the Warrumbungles 
and into Coonabarabran for a few days family catchup and 
rest. One week down three more to go. Wellington, Yass, 
Bundanoon and four more days rest. I love this area. I 
always feel like I am Bilbo Baggins when I stay here!

The start of my third week, I was heading north; well and 
truly turned the corner and heading in the direction of 
home. 

That Monday was almost my last. 

Excerpt from diary: Monday 7th May . A warm farewell: at 
this age you never know if it will be the last time we meet! 
Almost happened today. Would have been over for me for 
sure. I saw the truck on the left but it didn’t register that 
he didn’t see me or the line of cars behind me. It’s left 
me doubting myself. I am at Wisemans Ferry. It happened 
about an hour back on the road to Camden. Bloody road-
works everywhere and speed limit was 80, 60, 40, nothing 
more. As he pulled onto the road and turned I slammed on 
the brakes but not before his front wheel cavity opened up 
an invitation! Instinctively I swerved to avoid it but only to 
end up on the other side of the road straight into oncoming 
traffic. The front car slammed on the brakes and behind 
him, like dominoes, cars went off the road to avoid their 
own accidents. By this time, the truck had stopped. There 
was a gap no wider than my handlebars. I slammed it back 
a gear and cranked the throttle and went for it. Looking 
back was not an option. He followed me for at least 5ks 
before turning off. I wanted to know if I had missed seeing 
a stop sign. I didn’t see one. I saw everything else around 
me. ‘Shit shit shit’ that’s all I could say.

I would’ve pulled over after the incident but there was 
nowhere to do so safely. I rode on regardless, keeping my 
focus on the task at hand to ride roads unridden. An hour 
later at my destination, Wisemans Ferry, I debriefed and 
filled my journal. I needed to counsel myself as self-doubt 
had hitched a ride. I had too far to go to be rattled. Big girls 
britches hitched up, I set off again. What a lovely place, by 
the way. I was going to stay there but it was so early. 
 
“I’ll make it to Singleton or was that Cessnock? Whatever!”
  
Riding along I had a sense of déjà vu come over me. “I’m 
sure I’ve seen that place before.” 
More and more familiar spots zoomed past. It was getting 
late and I was tired. I pulled over hoping that I could wave To
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someone down and ask directions. I had seen very little traffic 
all day but I did pass a car that was stopped on the side of 
road. I waited for it to catch up. I was looking earnestly at 
the cows in the paddock reckoning I might just have to shift 
one of them for a warm spot. I’ll bet it’s cold here overnight, 
I thought.
  
“Are you okay Girlie?” asked the driver, an elderly gentleman.
“ Yes I’m fine but I haven’t a clue where I am. I was heading 
to Cessnock. Really all I want is a place to stay.”
 
“Follow me. I own the van park 3ks down the road.”
Introductions over, Barry asked me if I wanted to go to the 
pub.
“Um, ahh, I’ve had a bit of a day. Don’t really feel like it. I 
suppose that’s where my dinner is?” 
“Yes, but don’t worry, my wife Joy will cook your dinner. Sev-
en PM at the house. See you later.” And off he went, appar-
ently late for the session at the pub because of me!
 
I rocked up a little early to find the dining table set like a five 
star restaurant. Wine glasses standing to attention and ready 
for action.
“Hi, I’m Joy. Red or white?”

They were my newest best friends! Not only did they rescue 
me, they introduced me to a delightful Shiraz from the vine-
yard next door! My lodgings were humble and homely; warm 
and welcoming. The reason I love the road so much. They 
made up for the nasty truck and for me getting lost. Barry 
and Joy sent me off to my van at 10pm with an extra warm 
blanket and the leftover wine for a night cap.
“See you at 8 for breakfast!” Such is the hospitality of Antrim 
Cabins and Van Park near Broke, NSW.

The next day I made Quirindi and stayed in a pub with one 
redeeming feature, its easily accessible driveway. I ride a 
big bike. I know this because people tell me so all the time! 
Actually my bike is not big, it’s just that the driveways are not 
suitably built. What’s with the gravel and the slippery grass 
and the angled slopes? Pelease! 

On the subject of BIG, it was my night back in Nyngen which 
still makes me chuckle. 
 “Room number 4. Parking outside,” said the manager 
handing me the key. 
 Only trouble, it was taken by a mob of ‘Wild Hogs 2’ 
from Adelaide! 
 “You’re taking my parking space,” I said.
 “No worries love we’ll push you in beside us. Plenty 
of room.” 
 The look on their faces was priceless when they saw 
the bug guts all over my bike .
 “Where did you come from?” they asked.
 “Townsville through Winton.”
 There was a huge sigh of relief all-round. 
 “Glad we’re not heading that way.” 

I wish I’d known they were going to Dubbo. I would have had 
them on. Anyway, my bike was small and ugly beside their 
monsters with all the trimmings, (bikes as well!). There they 
were in the morning with their little spray bottles of magic, 
cleaning and polishing. They didn’t offer to debug my beast. 

She did look ordinary. She, by the way is a 2014 Honda Valky-
rie,  1832cc, 6 cylinder. Closest thing to low flying you’ll get 
that’s business class!

Back to the road…I was heading for Walcha and found it via 
Port Stephens Gap. Look it up in the 200 Top Rides book. 
Peter Thoeming mentions it. Ride Number 35. Freaking 
awesome! I’m glad I’ve done it though, I won’t have to do it 
again. Narrow and bouncy, guard rails damaged. Barely room 
for two bikes to pass, let along a car or a truck. I didn’t pass 
either on the way up but I’d stopped with the drama of the 
road well behind me, when three trucks and two utes sailed 
past, heading down that range! How lucky was that?

Accommodation at the Hotel Aspley in Walcha was tops, but 
I’ve been there before. So much for me not doing roads that 
I’d been on with Tim. I found myself in that situation a few 
times over the month. I reckon it was Timmy leading the way. 
Tenterfield was in the plan but I reckon every grey nomad 
had converged. They’d never find me at The Lunatic Hotel in 
Drake though! It was my least expensive accommodation. Me 
and my bike had cover in a converted shipping container for 
$30. 

Mount Lindsey welcomed me back to Queensland. Home run 
now but not before spending a few days in the Gold and Sun-
ny Coast, getting lost and frustrated with the mess of humani-
ty and sky scraping cement. 

After my retreat to the city it was a dash up to Monto, where 
I still managed to dodge the rain. I rode for the whole month 
without donning the wet weather gear other than for the cold. 
Marlborough up to Nebo on the old road, 220ks not seeing 
a soul, then my last night in Collinsville. I celebrated with a 
glass of my old mate PepperJack. Only 270 km to go. 

Another excerpt from my diary: Friday 19th May. Well, here 
I am in Marlborough, a stone’s throw from home. I could do 
it tomorrow if I wanted or if it rains, otherwise it’s a zig and 
a zag up to Collinsville from here. The roads yesterday and 
today reminded me of my recent trip to Ecuador. I remember 
being gobsmacked at the amazing Andes Mountains and the 
clever engineering of roads through places that look inaccessi-
ble. From the bus my jaw had dropped many times. 

However, yesterday and today from the saddle of my extreme 
horse, I was equally amazed at our own cleverness and 
beauty about our country. I sometimes take it for granted. 
Not today. It’s all so precious. I’m so grateful for being able 
to experience it and explore it like I do. It continues to keep 
me fully entertained, always wondering who or what I’ll find 
around each and every corner. I have discovered many things 
about me, my bike, destinations and the people I encounter. 
It’s all grand, although if one more person says, “BIG bike!” 
I will hit them ( someone just walked past and said it). My 
bike is not big! Put it next to one of those big Harleys, Gold 
Wings or Triumphs and it looks small. And handling?… Well 
I’ve come to the conclusion that driveways are its only real 
challenge and I’ve pretty much handled all of what I’ve en-
countered. I took my beast up roads that would challenge the 
spirit of any rider. My beast made it feel easy. My spirit soared 
many times over this last month. Feeling the highs tonight 
big-time! Good night all….

I shed a tear coming into town. Not sure what brand - sad-
ness that I was alone, or was it joy that I actually did 6400ks 
alone? Maybe a mix of the two? I know for sure now that I 
am ready, so I guess the WA trip is back on the burner for 
sure!

Kerry `Tolstoy’ Parke #62927

They were my newest best 
friends! Not only did they 
rescue me, they introduced me 
to a delightful Shiraz from 
the vineyard next door! 



 I’m confused about fuels, more specifically, which fuel to 
put into my bike and it turns out I’m not the only one.  I got 
different answers (and more confused) the more people I talked 
to.

Here’s what I did learn.

The higher the octane number, the more compression the fuel 
can withstand before detonating. In your bikes’ engine, the 
fuel is supposed to ignite at a specific point in the combustion 
cycle.  Using the incorrect fuel can interfere with this process 
and creates a term called knocking or pinging.  The effects of 
knocking in the engine range from inconsequential to extremely 
damaging. The higher the octane number the more unlikely the 
cylinders will ‘knock’, BUT, only if your bike is made/tuned for 
the fuel you are feeding it. 

Higher priced petrol contains better quality additives which, in 
the right bike, translates to optimum combustion/performance. 

Petrol will deteriorate - 98 does this a lot quicker than 91. Go 
to a petrol station with a good turnover.  This was part of the - 
different friends giving different advice - dilemma. 

E10 is an ‘iffy’ subject and no-one could give me any hard 
an’ fast rules about it, some dodging around the question.  It 

seems to come down to ‘buyer beware’.

Now, here’s the catch.  To get the best value out of the 
pricier, higher octane fuels, you need to have a super/ high 
performance bike, otherwise it’s a waste of money.

I have a friend who swears by 98 for his Softail Custom 2008 
Harley Davidson saying, “it burns better and gives more bang 
for your buck”, when others have suggested a lower octane fuel 
would be better for a ‘cruiser style’ bike. 

Another friend also uses 98 for his Ducati SuperSport but 
swears by his preferred petrol station. 

One of my information sources suggested “just follow the 
recommendations in my Owners’ Manual”.  I looked, and it 
stated to use anything from 91 and above.  

Okay, back to the start.

Kylie Sonter #65653

SOURCES  
Don Halpin – Retired Motor Mechanic for Repco Development 
Team 
Bowen Thomas - Midstate Moto and Light Engines, Bendigo, 
Victoria.

Fuels aren’t fuels, or are they??
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Rejoice! 
We are still on the planet and our small branch of Celtic Cruisers from Glen Innes  in the New England Tablelands are still 
functioning, despite failing to hold our normal Meet & Greet last year. 

2017 was a difficult year for us with sickness and people being away for one reason or another. 

But for 2018 we will be back to normal and we look forward to seeing old friends and new friends at our regular November meet & 
greet to be held on 2nd,3rd & 4th November.

Jack Parry President. David Short (Treasurer/Welfare Officer) 0407522911
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TWO  WHEELS TO WELLINGTON 
MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS  WEEK 

SUNDAY   21st  OCTOBER 2018  
 

CAMERON  PARK    
 Nanima  Crescent  Wellington NSW 

 
Get your bikes out and come along to catch up with old friends and enjoy a cooked morning tea and 

lunch. 
  

All proceeds from the day will go toward the  
Ulysses Club Arthritis Research Foundation – ( UCARF ) 

       
COME AND ENJOY 

NEW BIKE DISPLAYS 
BBQ 

RAFFLES  
ESCORTED RIDES AROUND THE FOOT HILLS  

OF THE CATOMBAL RANGES 
BIKE SHOW AND SHINE 

ENTERTAINMENT 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
PETER OGDEN 0407 883 978  

PHILLIP MELHUISH 0428 638 880 
 PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY 

 Motorcycle Council of NSW | Dubbo Regional Council | Ulysses Club .. Shannons Insurance  
Robertsons Motorcycles – Dubbo | Grandeys Bike Bitz – Dubbo..Yamaha Dubbo   

 Western Ranges Motorcycles - Orange 
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Richard Stephens #6152 
27/9/1953 – 27/7/2018

“THE BEAR”

 My brother Richard Stephens was born 
in North Sydney and moved to the NSW 
South Coast when he was 17.  In his 
20s he started work at Port Kembla 
Steelworks and made his home in 
Wollongong.  He and Helen were married 
in 1982 and lived at Koonawarra.

 Richard’s first bike was a challenged 350 
Yammie which didn’t last long, then came 
the 650 which became very well known 
in the local area for its modifications 
and ever-changing paint jobs.  Others 
followed:  the Suzi Waterbottle, the 
Kwaka 13s Mark I & II, the BumDublya, 
and eventually The Wing, AKA 
“Penelope”, a purple Goldwing Aspencade 
with a sound system and more lights 
than a Texas cathouse. In later years 
practicalities and bad knees nudged him 
increasingly on to four wheels, but there 
was always a bike in the garage.

 Richard had wide-ranging interests and 
his knowledge could be encyclopedic. 
If you wanted to re-fight the battle of 
Marathon or the Siege of Lucknow, he 
was your man.  He would get misty-eyed 
from a sentimental ballad, then move 
straight on to Jimmy Barnes.

 He joined the Ulysses at 40, and this 
opened up a new world of good rides, 
good friends and good times.  He enjoyed 
each Odyssey hugely; the adventure and 
companionship were always the best.  His 
jacket was loaded down with Odyssey 
and Toy Run badges.

Richard passed away suddenly on 27th 
July.  His wife Helen was with him.

I would like to thank the Ulysses Club for 
giving my brother so much over so many 
years.

He is riding and flying free. 
Kate Stephens

Kevin (Belly) Bell  #39139 
10/05/57 - 6/6/18

Kathryn ( Lovey) Bell  #43414 
31/03/1963 - 04/05/2018

 We met Belly & Lovey when they first 
joined the Glasshouse Mountain group in 
2005. 

They went on many club rides & social 
nights with the Club. At rallies you would 
see Lovey walking around in her big pink 
fluffy hat. There was always a friendly 
hello and big hugs at their camp site. You 
would find friends gathered there to have 
a laugh and listen to other friends play 
their guitars. 

Then Lovey was diagnosed with cancer 
and it was while she was battling cancer 
that Belly was diagnosed as well. 

Sadly, Lovey lost her battle on May 4th. 
A short time later, Belly, who missed his 
beloved Lovey,  passed away on June 
6th.

Till we meet again.

R.I.P. Brother and mate

Mark (Sunny) Sun #29673

Bruce Gendle, #56002 
30/10/1955 - 05/05/2018

Most of us didn’t know a lot about Bruce 
and Cate, although they lived nearby 
at Mallabula, and joined our branch in 
October 2014.

They attended a couple of our meetings 
early in the piece, and did join our 
intrepid campers for a weekend at 
Bargoed House on Lake Macquarie.

Bruce was relatively young, and loved 
his “adventure riding”, so wasn’t too 
captivated by our boring old rides on the 
black stuff.

If there can be any consolation, he died 
doing what he enjoyed most, riding in the 
bush, out west!

A lovely man, and Cate’s true love - and 
we join in offering her our profound 
condolences and sympathy.

May he ride on in peace.

Bob Lucas #32872
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Patricia “Trish” Wells 
#60554 TM #75 
04/08/1965 - 31/05/2018

There are many superlatives to describe 
who Trish is: Tenacious, resilient, selfless 
and inspirational are a few that come to 
mind.   

Trish joined the Ulysses Club in 2012, and 
quickly became involved in the Redcliffe 
branch committee, taking up the position 
of newsletter editor and “raffle chick” in 
2013. A position she held until the branch 
AGM in 2016.  

During her tenure on the committee, 
Trish underwent several operations, one 
of which was a new kidney in August 
2013. Her struggles continued in 2014 
and 2015, having to undergo treatment 
for Cytomegalovirus (CMV), losing the 
sight in her right eye and later partially in 
her left. 

Showing incredible resilience, Trish never 
missed a newsletter deadline during this 
time. 

Trish remained active within the branch 
as welcoming host during 2016 and 
in 2017 underwent eye surgery which 
allowed her to rejoin the committee as 
branch Social Coordinator and Welfare 
Officer.  

In late 2017 Trish was diagnosed with a 
6cm Melanoma Tumor and even during 
her stay in hospital, she continued to 
plan the 2017 Christmas Party and 2018 
Redcliffe Poker Run.  

Sadly, the tumour had spread and there 
was no cure. 

Tish’s enthusiasm for life and all the 

trimmings it brought with it showed. Not 
just in her spoken word, but in everything 
she did. 

Being blessed with a bubbly, enthusiastic 
personality, Trish was always a happy 
person with a great sense of humour and 
an ability to make others feel at ease. 
Regardless of what was happening in her 
reality. 

She enjoyed motorcycling and travel, the 
long stretches of desert, the beauty of 
the rainforest, the company of the people 
she met along the way and the friendship 
they offered.  

Beyond the superlatives, is a woman who 
showed us that even in the face of grave 
illness, there is life to be lived, that it is 
not the end that is important, but the 
road we travel and the people we share 
it with.   

Our love and sincere sympathy to Trish’s 
husband Darryl “Daz” Wells (#59120) son 
Michael, daughter Chrissy and extended 
family. 

Adam JAROSZUK #61527 
On behalf of the committee and 
members of the Redcliffe QLD 
Branch

John Beddoe (Jb) #26450 
10/04/1951 - 07/05/2018

Sadly, John (JB) passed away shortly 
after discharging himself from hospital 
following two months of battling a 
“mystery disease”, which knocked him 
down while he and Trish were enjoying a 
Murray River cruise.

John had been on two wheels pretty 
much all his life, he and wife Trish went 
everywhere on the bike, even though 
they did have a car.  

John took the role of Ride Leader for Port 
Stephens branch, leading mid-week rides 
every Wednesday, and every first and 
third Sunday.  They organised weekend 
rides, long weekend rides, and week-
long rides - usually to celebrate John’s 
birthdays - or any other excuse for a ride!  

The rides were always fully planned, with 
the caterers along the way pre-warned 
of our impending arrival, accommodation 
and dinners pre-booked, and so on.  
Beddoe rides were truly exceptional, and 
we all looked forward to them!

JB also became the branch Webmaster, 
and during his time created an amazing 
and user-friendly site where any mug 
could wander in and meander around a 
full history of all the branch rides, social 
events, newsletters, and an incredible 
photo album.

For his efforts John was presented with 
the Telemachus Award for outstanding 
service, by the National President in 
2012.

Unfortunately, because of a few 
unappreciative grumblers, JB gave away 
the mid-week, and then the weekend ride 
leading, and just led infrequent longer 
trips, for invited members only.  He also 
gave up his role as Webmaster, as the 
new website robbed him of his “ability to 
be creative”.

The Branch has struggled to maintain 
its previous momentum since John’s 
withdrawal from these pivotal positions, 
just proving how much we had come to 
depend on his dedication and selflessness 
over those years.

Over the 13 years I knew JB, and all the 
interaction I had with him as Newsletter 
Editor, I never saw him angry, and 
whatever photos you can find of him, 
there is not one without a bright smile on 
his face.

A valued Ulysses branch member, and a 
good mate, as testified by the more than 
20 bikes that followed him out of the 
chapel at Raymond Terrace.

A loving husband and companion to Trish 
and their families.

Ride on peacefully, JB.

Bob Lucas #32872



MOTO EXPO
MELBOURNE

 Australia’s largest Motorcycle Show  Latest Motorcycles, Scooters, ATV’s, SxS’s, Trikes, Sidecars Accessories, Apparel, Aftermarket product & services 
  Crumpy’s City Slide public participation and bands feature   Baylisstic Scramble Flat Track Race   Huge Motorcycle Accessory Sales Area  

  Café & Custom Bike Display  Massive line up of live motorcycle stunts   Test Rides, Special Guests & so much more

www.MotoExpo.com.au

For tickets and show informations visit www.MotoExpo.com.au
       www.facebook.com/MotoExpoAustralia

managed by

supported by

23rd – 25th November 2018    MELBOURNE SHOWGROUNDS

presented by

and

FEATURING: 
CRUMPY’S 
CITY SLIDE 
A N D  T H E
BAYLISSTIC 
SCRAMBLE

Australia’s 

Motorcycle S
how
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We’re 100% committed to beating the  
price of your current motorcycle cover.
At QBE you know you’re getting great value motorcycle insurance with our price beat guarantee. 
We also offer fortnightly or monthly payment options at no extra cost. Plus, with added benefits 
like low usage discounts, a lifetime guarantee on repairs, and apparel and helmet cover up to 
$4,000 – we make switching easy. Simply call us today and we’ll work out the best deal for you.

We guarantee to beat our competitors price on motorcycle insurance policies excluding our Platinum Cover. The guarantee also applies to existing QBE motorcycle insurance policies that are on renewal. Price guarantee 
is based on our standard price compared to competitors price for policies with the same type of insured events. Offer valid for the first 12 months of insurance, after this premium will be charged at the competitive  
QBE standard rate. We only guarantee to beat the price of APRA authorised insurers who hold an AFSL issued by ASIC. Guarantee does not apply to any free offers of insurance. Insurance is issued by QBE Insurance  (Australia)  
Ltd. ABN 78 003 191 035. AFSL 239545. To decide if a policy is right for you please carefully read the PDS which is available at qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64. Price beat guarantee only available on full 
comprehensive motorcycle insurance. Not available on CTP.

Call 1800 24 34 64 or visit qbe.com/au
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